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As we reflect back on another year in our 
community’s journey, I am deeply honored 
to share with you the profound impact we’ve 
collectively made at Merrick Foundation.

In a world often defined by its challenges, 
our community has stood resilient, showing 
time and time again the power of unity, 
compassion, and unwavering commitment to 
progress.  Together, we have made meaningful 
strides toward our shared vision of a stronger, 
more vibrant community.

In 2023, we were able to grant $188,920 to 27 
different organizations throughout Merrick 
County.  Grants approved by our grant 
committee and full board have supported 
various community initiatives. These include 
assisting with funding to replace the heating 
and cooling unit at the American Legion Post 
#6, aiding Maplewood Corners in Palmer with 
renovations for low-income housing and 
funding Midland Area Agency on Aging for 
their home-delivered meals program in Silver 
Creek, Palmer, and Chapman. Additionally, 
we provided funding for a new ambulance 
in Silver Creek, supported Opportune Acres 
in offering supplemental therapy to children 
with disabilities, and contributed to numerous 
youth activities both recreational and 
educational in nature.  

As we turn the page to a new year, I am 
filled with optimism and enthusiasm for the 
possibilities that lie ahead.  Together, let us 
continue to build upon a strong foundation 
we’ve created, to inspire change, and to 
create a future where every member of our 
community thrives.

If you are interested in learning how you can 
give back to our community or help a specific 
organization, I encourage you to reach out to 
our staff.  The possibilities really are endless 
and they can most definitely help you bring 
your vision to life.
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Total Distributions

$ 1,512,970
YEAR AT

 A GLANCE
Year ending 

December 31, 2023

Contributions

$581,694
Charitable Funds

 $234
Assets

$19,082,320 

Cumulative Grants 
& Scholarships 

Since 1999

$21,961,972

Gift Facts
$50 = Median 
Contribution

692 = Average
Contribution

Statement of Financial Position
as of October 31, 2023

Assets
Cash and investments	 $16,784,823  
Prepaid expenses	    3,975  
Property and equipment	    132,697  
Real estate investment	    419,948  
Receivables	   10,795  
Total Assets	 $17,352,238  

Liabilities and Net Assets
Funds held for others	 $2,349,080  
Grants and scholarships payable	    219,934  
Payables	    28,830  
Unearned rent	    400 
Net assets	    14,753,994  

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $17,352,238  

This consolidated statement of financial position was taken from our audited financial statement,
which is prepared by AMGL CPAs & Advisors.  Copies of our annual audit are available in our office.

Copies of our IRS Form 990 are available in our office or on our website at www.merrick-foundation.org.
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“Five to Thrive.”  It seems like a 
relatively simply statement, but it 
is a concept that could have huge 
implications for Merrick County 
over the next ten years. Five to 
Thrive focuses on transferring 
5% of your wealth, back to your 
community.  Transfer of wealth 
from one generation to the next 
has always occurred, but thanks 
to extensive research done 
by the Nebraska Community 
Foundation, we are now able 
to quantify the life changing 
impact it could have on local 
communities.

 In Nebraska, an estimated $100 
billion is slated to pass from 
one generation to the next.  
In Merrick County alone, the 
projected transfer over the next 
decade amounts to $514 million, 
with a staggering projection of 
nearly $5 billion over the course 
of the next half-century. Can you 
imagine the impact that could 
be made in Merrick County?

“The establishment of Merrick 
Foundation in 1960 was made 
possible through a generous 
contribution from Bernice 
Simmons,” states Shauna 
Graham, Chief Development 
Officer.  “As a result, millions of 
dollars have been donated to 
the Merrick Foundation, by quite 
literally thousands of donors 
over the past almost 65 years.  

From those contributions and 
earnings, almost $22 million has 
been distributed throughout 
Merrick County in the form of 
grants or scholarships dating 
back to 1999.” 

Donors have numerous avenues 
through which they can leave 
their mark on Merrick County.  
A substantial aspect of Merrick 
Foundation’s efforts involves 
collaborating with stakeholders 
to establish a cohesive strategy.  
“We really do take immense pride 
in meticulously documenting 
our donor’s intentions, ensuring 
that we will uphold and fulfill 
their vision,” states Graham.

“Each donor’s journey can 
vary significantly.  Some may 

contribute through estate gifts,  
some may engage in their estate 
plans with us, while others may 
establish funds using their 
required minimum distributions 
during their lifetime. Additionally, 
we have several donors who 
make monthly contributions to 
funds they’ve established or are 
in the process of establishing,” 
states Graham.  “We love being 
able to connect with donors and 
help bring their vision to life.” 
Your decision to leave part of 
your estate to your hometown 
can create a lasting impact, 
supporting vital initiatives and 
programs for people of all ages 
for generations to come.  Join 
us in building a stronger, more 
vibrant community, together.

CHAMPIONING PROGRESS  
Your Community, Your Legacy

10-YEAR TRANSFER OF WEALTH
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• American Legion Post #6
• Bison After School Program
• Central City Boy Scouts Troop 102
• Central City FFA
• Central City High School
• Central City Legion Baseball Post 6
• Central City Stampede Softball
• Central City Track Club
• Clarks Public Library
• Heartland United Way

• Maplewood Corners - Palmer
• Housing Authority
• Merrick County 4-H Council
• Merrick County Junior High Rodeo
• Merrymakers Association
• Midland Area Agency on Aging
• Midland Area Agency on Aging
• Nebraska Christian Schools
• Opportune Acres
• Palmer Community Foundation, Inc.

• Palmer Public Schools
• Palmer Wrestling Club
• Palmer Youth Sports Association
• Silver Creek American Legion
• Silver Creek Rescue
• Twin River Public Schools
• Village of Chapman
• Village of Clarks

MERRICK FOUNDATION GRANTEES

Total Organizations: 27
Total Funded: $188,920 

Is Your Organization Next?
Grant deadlines for nonprofits or community groups 
are the first of January, April, July, and October each 
year. Visit www.merrick-foundation.org today to apply!
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You don’t have to be a millionaire to give like one.  Merrick Foundation works with you to 
support non-profits, community based organizations as well as causes that you are passionate 
about.  Our goal is to help you make a lasting impact through thought, strategy and planning.

Do you want to contribute to local child development centers?  Programs that directly 
support our elderly?  Invest in in graduating seniors as they embark on their college journey? 
No matter what your vision entails, we’re here to assist in building bridges and facilitating 
impactful change.  We’ve created a flow chart below that details the various ways you can 
get involved and make a difference.

Are you a representative of  
a nonprofit or organization 
wanting to create a fund to 

benefit the entity?

Do you want to be active 
in the day-to-day details of  

your giving?

AGENCY FUND 

An agency fund helps nonprofit 
organizations build long-term 
assets and serves as a home 
for reserve funds.  A fund is set 
up by the nonprofit to benefit 
the nonprofit.  Those “agencies” 
taking advantage of this type of 
fund enjoy low-cost investment 

options and third party 
oversight of their assets.

DESIGNATED FUND 

Establishing a Designated Fund 
is a great way to give back to a 
specific organization that has 
touched your life.  You choose 
who  you’d like to support, and 
Merrick Foundation does the 
rest.  Our team will manage the 
distribution of funds as requested 
by the organization you choose.  
Designated funds are perfect if 
you would like to make regular 
gifts to organizations without 

having to be active in the day-to-
day details of your giving.

YES NO

NO YES

SUPPORTING CAUSES  
How You Can Make A Difference
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Do you work with a  nonprofit that wants to think about its long term future?  Merrick Foundation 
is the perfect place to create an endowment or agency fund to support your organization.  
We view ourselves as partners who value the opportunity to support you and the important 
work you do every day in Merrick County.  

For more information on this opportunity, please reach out to us at (308) 946 – 3707 or via 
email at merrickfoundationdev@gmail.com.

Do you have a specific 
recipient in mind?

Do you have a specific cause in mind?

DONOR ADVISED 
FUND (DAF)

A donor advised fund (DAF) 
at Merrick Foundation is your 
personal account of charitable 
giving.  DAFs enable you to 

make tax-deductible charitable 
contributions immediately when 
you give to Merrick Foundation, 
without having to identify 
nonprofit beneficiaries right 
away.  Instead, your gifts are 

professionally invested, so they 
continue to grow.  Once you are 
ready to move forward, you can 
recommend grants from your 
fund to your desired, eligible 

nonprofit.

SCHOLARSHIP 
FUND

Merrick Foundation is honored 
to partner with donors and 

families in order to administer 
scholarships each year.  In the 
Spring of 2024, we were able to 
successfully award $166,650 in 
scholarships to 165 high school 
and college students.  Merrick 
Foundation is here to guide 
you through decision-making 
stages so we can ensure the 

established scholarship criteria 
matches your vision of who you 

are trying to help.

FIELD OF 
INTEREST FUND 
A field of interest fund is a type 
of charitable fund established 
by donors to support a specific 

area of interest or cause, 
such as education, the arts, 
youth, recreation or a specific 
geographic area.  Donors 

contribute to these funds with 
the intention of supporting 
programs, initiatives, or 

organizations within the chosen 
field of interest. Our team will 
ensure your charitable dollars 
will be utilized in meaningful 
ways in order to support your 
giving interests today and into 

the future.

UNRESTRICTED 
FUND 

Unrestricted funds enable 
Merrick Foundation to respond 
with maximum flexibility to 
changing county needs and 
emergencies, to support 

innovative responses to issues, 
to leverage unique giving 

opportunities and to enhance 
the overall quality of life for 
Merrick County residents.  
Donors place no restrictions 
on how the funds are used, 
leaving the most effective 
charitable application to 

the discretion of the Merrick 
Foundation.  Unrestricted funds 
are professionally invested and 
allow the Merrick Foundation 
to respond quickly to emerging 
needs, adapt to changing 

circumstances, and seize new 
opportunities. 

YES YES YES NO

NO
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Ngoc (Sam) Duong
William & Emma Steffen

Caleb Eilers
Gary Monter Memorial; Albert 
E. & Dorothy E. Emgarten 

Memorial

Makayla Enevoldsen
Warren & Virginia 
Marsh Memorial

Crystal Erickson
William & Emma Steffen

Jade Erickson
James & Marilyn Heins

Dayton Falk
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Kennedy Doyle
Clinton M. Wegner

Grant Blodgett
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Olivia Brummet
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial

Faith Campa
Raymond, Leonard &
 Lois Steger Memorial

Chandra Davis
William & Emma Steffen

Alexandra Bruning
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Faith Carroll
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial

Charity Davis
Clinton M. Wegner

Adelaide Buhlke
Raymond, Leonard &
 Lois Steger Memorial

Tyler Carroll
Donald Nouzovsky 
Memorial; Jack & 
Dorothy Burger

Trevor Davis
Berney-Manuel; 
Joe Hesselgesser

Ella Buhlke
Raymond W. 

Starostka Memorial

Kade Caspersen
Clinton M. Wegner

Yuhan (Cyan) Deng
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Tristan Burbach
Edna I. Widman Memorial; 
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Caitlin Chiles
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Cameron Ditloff
Tyler Hook Hillmer 

Memorial

Ethan Burdett
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial

Shane Cook
Ethel Sweet Memorial; Glen 
D. & Doris E. Neel Memorial

Adam Dittmer
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Akeyli Bush
Charles & Doris Benner; 
Ervin & Bonnie Blauhorn; 

Joe Hesselgesser

Marissa Crumrine
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial

Megan Blomstedt
Virgil & Nora 
Lindner 

Katelynn Blomstedt
Robert & Lillian Krug 

Memorial; Joel 
Holbrook Memorial 

Graci Boersen
Brynlee Zimbelman 
Memorial; Myrtle & 

Jim Clarke

Caleigh Botsch
 Willis C. Lenz 
Memorial

Clay Brandenburger
Edward Gentleman 

Memorial

Clark Brown
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial

Gwyneth Brown
Dinsdale

 Sophomore

Drew Bailey
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial; 
Barry & Alta Marsh

Brooke Bannister
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Shayla Bennett
Guy & Pauline

 Lamberson Memorial

Molly Blanchard
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Blaze Blauhorn
Clinton M. Wegner

Faith Blauhorn
Clinton M. Wegner 

Roberto Barrios
Merrick Foundation 
Industrious Student

2024 Scholarship Awards
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Gavin Falk
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Molly Griess
William & Emma 

Steffen

Cayden Homolka
Hohnroth Family

William Johnson
Stanley Ferris Agriculture; 
J. Oren Hoback Memorial

Seth Hower
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial

Lincoln Kelley
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Shana Jackson
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Claire Kelly
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial

Timothy Jarecki
Les Johnson 
Memorial

Reid Kelly
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Blake Jensen
Darrell & Twila Widman 
Endowed Medical

Brianna Konwinski
Edward Gentleman 

Memorial

Kale Jensen
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial

Jacob Kosmicki Gutierrez
Clinton M. Wegner

Isaac Herman
Ralph Stanley & Ella 
Halstead Severance 

Memorial

David Johnson
Benjamin Thomas Lindner 

Memorial

Rachel Hale
Elwin & Lucile Ferris

Natalie Hall
Clinton M. Wegner

Brielle Hamer
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Kirk Hebda
Edward Gentleman 

Memorial

Nathaniel Heins
Maynard & Lois Fullington; 
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Van Fasbender
Central City Scale-Ron & 
Jeanette Hawthorne

Makenzie Fousek
Michael V. Bittinger 

Memorial

Andrew Garfield
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Emily Gay
Clinton M. Wegner

Savannah Glause
Bonnie Kohl Memorial;
 Clinton M. Wegner

Bailey Greving
Vernie L. Lock

Julieanne Gallion
Eugene Fishburn 

2024 Scholarship Awards

Jacob Kucera
Derek Aspedon

Claire Kunze
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Lucie Lautenschlager
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial

Kamryn Lemburg
Edward Gentleman 

Memorial

Epsie Lesiak
Tom & Teri Beck; Larry 
Dearking, DVM Memorial

Hailey Lindburg
Myrtle & Jim Clarke

Elizabeth Krance
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial

Justin Mayberry
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Presilia Mbutshitshi
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Karlee McClellan
Clinton M. Wegner

Morgan McClellan
Richard “Dick” Chochon 
Memorial; Gary Monter 

Memorial

Charles McGinnis
Griffith Family; Donald 
Nouzovsky Memorial

Graci McGinnis
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Logan Lovejoy
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial
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2024 Scholarship Awards

Marlie Mundt
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Grant Nielson
Richard Mattson 

Memorial

Micah Perdew
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford

Kaylee Powell
Hohnroth Family

Hallie Rutherford
Lindner-Van Pelt 

Heritage

Jacob Nokelby
Myrtle & Jim Clarke

Elijah Peters
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Clay Purkerson
Donald Nouzovsky

Memorial

Jonathan 
Ruvalcaba-Guzman
Dinsdale Sophomore

Brynn Ohlman
Aaron Stephenson Memorial; 

Myrtle & Jim Clarke

Nehemiah Peters
William & Emma Steffen

Rachel Rathjen
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Charlee Ryan
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 

Emgarten Memorial; LeRoy 
Hongsermeier FFA Memorial; 
Tim Christensen Memorial

Jessica Ohlman
William & Emma Steffen; 

Charles & Ann 
Kuhlman Memorial

Derek Pfeifer
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Delaney Reeg
Emil & Dorothy Czarnick

Teagan Sadler
Donald R. &

 Jackie Sampson

Adriana Orozco
You Are Worth It; Tom & 
Nancy Wagner; Phoebe 
A. McCullough-Barbara A. 

McGuire Memorial Education

Dylan Pfeifer
William & Emma Steffen

Brayden Rinkol
Edward Gentleman 

Memorial

Emily Samuelson
Clinton M. Wegner

Wuttichart Panyasakorn
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Aidan Pipher
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Mason Rinkol
Albert E. & Dorothy E. Emgarten 
Memorial; Silver Creek Alumni

Mallory Paul
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Taevit Poongkumarn
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Sarah Roberts
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

Grace Musgrave
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Richie Musgrave
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Chelsey Myers
William & Emma Steffen; 
Richard J. Steiner Memorial

Amanda Needham
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Jonathan Needham
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Aydon Nelson
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial

Minh (Ryan) Nguyen
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Ethan Merchant
Ralph Stanley & Ella 
Halstead Severance 

Memorial

Kylie Merchant
Myrtle & Jim Clarke

Celeste Moser
Summer Paulsen Simon, 
Class of 2001, Memorial

Gabrielle Moser
Raymond, Leonard & Lois 
Steger Memorial; Donald 
Nouzovsky Memorial

Kyleigh Muller
Clinton M. Wegner; Justin 
“Skippy” Bennett Memorial

Mackynzi Muller
Clinton M. Wegner

Marissa Morris
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Shelby McHargue
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford
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Chloe Scheer
Henry “Bud” Santin 
Memorial; Albert E. & 
Dorothy E. Emgarten 

Memorial

Jerzie Schindler
Wayne & Mildred Hilder; 

Gail Gregg Ferris Registered 
Nurse; Matthew Fishburn

Kassidy Shuda
Mary Chochon Memorial; 

Ernest & Peggy
 Nabity Memorial

Hannah Swanson
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford

Wyatt Urkoski
Merrick Foundation 

Founders

Kenzie Wert
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial

Lydia Ziemba
Silver Creek Alumni; 
Larry Meyer Memorial

Shelby Swanson
Edward Mitchell

Lydia Vlcek
Alice Klingenberg Memorial

Seth Wert
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial

Ayden Zikmund
Berney-Manuel; 
Matthew Fishburn

Christian Thede
Elton & Nancy 
Erickson

Taryn Wagner
William & Emma Steffen

Kamryn Wright
Willa Freelend, Women in 
Business; Austin & Cleo 

Vanderford; Joe Hesselgesser

Hunter Thornton
Karen & Danielle 

Bannister Memorial; 
Ervin & Bonnie Blauhorn

Brayden Weller
Clinton M. Wegner

Max Ye
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Bree Tumlinson
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial

Fallon Wells
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Canran (Mabel) Yin
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Jake Twiss
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial

Addison Wemhoff
Warren & Virginia 
Marsh Memorial

Hannah Yrkoski
Austin & Cleo Vanderford

Hannah Urban
Edward Gentleman 

Memorial

Kaitlyn Wemhoff
Ray & Mildred 
Miller Memorial

Rose Zelinski
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Juliana Sidak
Raymond, Leonard & Lois 

Steger Memorial

Hannah Siwinski
Dinsdale Sophomore

Ava Steinke
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial

Noah Stocker
Merrick County Pork Produc-
ers; Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial

Grace Strong
William L. & 

Velma R. McLean

Dalton Stull
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial

Garrett Schmierer
Willis C. Lenz 
Memorial

Sierra Schneider
Ervin & Bonnie Blauhorn; 
Myrtle & Jim Clarke

McKenzie Schweitzer
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Terrigen Sebek
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Hope Seip
Myrtle & Jim Clarke

Karlee Seitz
Hunter Philip Hawthorne 

Memorial

Tanner Schneiderheinz
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

2024 Scholarship Awards

Congratulations to the

165 STUDENTS 
who received 

$166,650 

in scholarships
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BOOK OF MEMORY
Donations received in memory of  a loved one are recorded in the Book of  Memory, which is always on 
display at our office. Donations can be made in memory of  a loved one to a specific fund or our General 
Endowment. Any donations made to our General Endowment are used to fund various community projects 
throughout Merrick County. The time frame captured below is from January 1, 2023 - December 31, 2023.

Dorothy Adkinson	 1930 - 2022
Chas Anderson	 1868 - 1925
Vivian Anderson	 1933 - 2022
Gary Bader	 1942 - 2020
Jack Barton	 1947 - 2023
Justin “Skippy” Bennett	 1973 - 2023
Patricia “Pat” Bolte	 1951 - 2022
Donald “Scotty” Booth	 1923 - 1984
Shirley Booth	 1926 - 1996
Michael Bowman	 1946 - 2023
Esther Brondel	 1914 - 2004
Jack Burger	 1918 - 2011
Dorothy Burger	 1923 - 2023
Laurence Butcher	 1948 - 2023
Edith Cahow	 1903 - 1992
Patsy Rae Cahow	 1932 - 1992
Gerald Vaughn Cahow	 1904 - 1960
Ruby Charron	 1939 - 2022
Tim A.  Christensen	 1960 - 2022
Erma Bronson Clark	 1910 - 1998
Earl Clark	 1906 - 1964
Margaret Clemans	 1947 - 2022
Joe Costello	 1979 - 2022
Kendy Darling	 1949 - 2023
Carolyn “June” Davis	 1926 - 2023
Robert “Bob” Davis	 1932 - 2022
Larry Dearking	 1946 - 2019
Delores Dittmer	 1932 - 2023
Marilyn Donelson	 1934 - 2023
Robert Dubas	 1950 - 2022
Dorothy Dudney	 1935 - 2023
Edwin “Ed”  Eilts 	 1925 - 2022
Sandra Ellefson	 1937 - 2023
Alice Elstermeier	 1941 - 2020
Patricia Engel	 1967 - 1984
Janet Engel	 1933 - 2009

Fritz Engel	 1932 - 2004
Donna Ferris	 1915 - 2003
Rexford  Ferris	 1913 - 1998
Otto Frauen	 1920 - 2006
Georgena Frauen	 1928 - 2015
Willa Freelend	 1934 - 2019
Bob Freelend	 1929 - 2020
Jeff Friedrichsen	 1958 - 2023
Maynard Fullington	 1934 - 2017
Richard Galusha	 1938 - 2023
Barbara Garrett	 1928 - 2023
Edward Gentleman	 1920 - 2001
Dick Gorgen	 1953 - 2023
Brice Gravert	 2004 - 2023
Donald Green	 1929 - 2023
Marilyn “Mimi” Green	 1933 - 2023
Faye Greger	 1928 - 2023
Paul Grosshans	 1933 - 2009
Dee Grosshans	 1933 - 2013
Norma Lee Gillan Haith	 1922 - 1997
Hunter “Philip”	
      Hawthorne 	 1999 - 2020
Ron Hawthorne	 1935 - 2020
Jeanette Hawthorne	 1937 - 2020
Ethel Heeney	 1924 - 2023
James Heins	 1949 - 2002
Mildred Hilder	 1925 - 2008
Wayne Hilder	 1921 - 2023
Catherine Hilderbrand	 1943 - 2023
Sharon Hipke	 1962 - 2023
Eugene Hoback	 1944 - 2023
Victor Hoffer	 1927 - 2023
Roger Hohnroth	 1938 - 2001
LeRoy Hongsermeier	 1940 - 2020
T.B. Hord	 1850 - 1910
Gloria “Jean” Hutton	 1943 - 2022

Frances Jensen	 1948 - 2023
Norman Krong	 1920 - 2009
Eileen (Arnold) Krong	 1921 - 2017
Robert Krug 	 1916 - 1996
Lillian Krug 	 1920 - 1997
Kenneth Kuehner	 1939 - 2023
Thomas D.  Kuhn	 1941 - 2004
Willard Kunze	 1940 - 2023
Guy Lamberson	 1912 - 1996
Pauline Lamberson	 1917 - 2014
Marjorie Lambert	 1930 - 2023
Roy Leaming	 1935 - 2023
Calvin Lepp	 1927 - 2019
Joyce Levander	 1931 - 2023
Dick Lippincott	 1922 - 2009
Rosalie Lippincott	 1927 - 2022
Alta Marsh	 1946 - 2022
Gary Mathis	 1939 - 2023
William L. McClean	 1912 - 2021
Velma R.  McClean	 1909 - 2006
Craig McClure	 1951 - 2008
Phoebe A. McCullough	 1921 - 1988
Barbara A.  McGuire	 1943 - 1988
Harvey  “Skip”  Meyer Jr.	 1949 - 2022
Ronald A.  Miller	 1935 - 2023
Richard Musgrave	 1950 - 2023
Shirley Newby	 1944 - 2023
Lloyd Nitzel	 1896 - 1990
Lillian Nitzel	 1899 - 1991
Dwain Olsen	 1945 - 2023
Edward Owens	 1930 - 2022
Joseph Parachini	 1947 - 2010
Delores Petersen	 1933 - 2023
Patricia Prochaska	 1938 - 2023
Dwayne Randall	 1949 - 2018

Margaret Ratcliff	
      Campbell 	 1897 - 1967
Joy Reeves	 1932 - 2023
Mike Reeves	 1950 - 2023
Rosalie Regan	 1938 - 2023
August  “Augie”  Retzlaff	 1933 - 2011
Richard “Dick” Rice	 1938 - 2022
Greg Rinkol	 1965 - 2014
Mildred Root	 1930 - 2023
Corwn “Corky” Roscoe	 1935 - 2023
Donald Sampson	 1905 - 1994
Charlie Scott	 1910 - 1999
Lyle Shively	 1942 - 2013
Jesse Shoemaker	 1822 - 1895
Donna Shreve	 1931 - 2023
Summer (Paulsen)	        
      Simon  	 1983 - 2020
Vicki Simonson	 1951 - 2023
Betty Stanislav	 1932	 - 2023
Raymond  Steger	 1921 - 2005
Leonard Steger	 1923 - 1987
Lois Steger	 1927 - 2009
Richard J. Steiner	 1989 - 2020
Aaron Stephenson	 1977 - 2023
Edward T. Sullivan Sr.	 1860 - 1942
Darlene Swertzic	 1943 - 2013
Melania Thomson	 1930 - 2023
Stan Torpin	 1916 - 2003
Effie Torpin	 1914 - 2010
Buzz Van Winkle	 1917 - 1997
Zee Van Winkle	 1921 - 2004
Richard Wischmeier	 1937 - 2023
Declan Wright	 2023 - 2023
Herbert “Bill” Wurtz	 1929 - 2023
Brynlee Zimbelman	 2016 - 2018

BOARD MEMBERS
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Aaron Stephenson 
Memorial Scholarship
Tom & Karen Stephenson

American Legion Baseball
Darrin & Leah Brown
Fraternal Order of Eagles -   
    Auxiliary No. 3795
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Dean & Teresa Hartwig
Jeff & Amber Jensen
Rick & Kazuko Kunz
Deb & the late Mike Reeves
Mike Reeves Memorial Fund
Susan Rice
Patricia Shively

Bader Park Endowment
Darrell Widman

Barbara A. & Floyd M. Gorgen
Marilyn Heins
Richard & Susan Owens

Barry & Alta Marsh 
Scholarship
Barry Marsh

Berney-Manuel Scholarship
George & Dottie Manuel

Bill & April Bolte Acorn
William F. & April Bolte

Bison After School Program
Heartland United Way
Merrick Foundation, Inc.

Bison Athletic Booster Club
AKRS Equipment Solutions, Inc.
Archer Credit Union
Donald & Karen Benner
Bill’s Volume Sales, Inc.
Randy & Jan Blase
Adam & Jill Bolling
Tim & Sandy Bolling
Cortney Brandes
Jess & Kelly Brandes
Roger & Sharon Brandes
Brian & Amy Buhlke
Chris & Hiedi Carlsen
Central City Mall
Central City Scale, Inc.
Central City Veterinary Clinic
Central Realty, Inc.
Chasity K. Pfeifer Insurance

Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Constellation Business 
    Group, LLC
Cornerstone Bank
Blake & Sarah Cover
Bill & Billie Cox
Dairy Queen
Tyler & Amy Dishman
First State Bank
Joshua & Erin Fousek
Darin & Chevonne Garfield
Jeremy & Amy Greving
Shane & Nicole Greving
Ryan & Sara Grigsby
Hamilton Long Distance Co.
JAG Acres, Inc.
Jeff & Carly Johnson
Karavas & Kranz, P.C.
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan
     DDS, P.C.
Aaron & Jody Kunz
Edward & Marilyn Kyes
David & Katrina Lee
Luebbe Ag
Travis Maresh
Anthony & Brittany McPhillips
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Next Level Chiropractic P.C.
Jesse & Mandy Olivo
BJ & Chelsie Paup
Nathan & Danae Perry
Dathan & Kelli Peters
Pinnacle Bank
James & Katie Reeves
RHD Publishing LLC
Louis & Haley Roberts
Ryan & Kristen Ruhl
Scott & Gabrielle Saltzgaber
Mark & Shanien Schmierer
Shannappel LLC
Scott & Laura Simonsen
Zachery & Whitney Springer
Kory Stevens
Aaron & Mikaela Stuart
Taco Johns
Breann Thorberg
Trav’s U-Save Pharmacy
Bobby & Desi Van Pelt
Vlcek Gardens, Inc.
Tom & Nancy Wagner
Trent & Kim Wagner
Wegner Monument Co.
Jared & Sheila Wetovick
Kim & Crystal Wingfield
Brett & Leah Zikmund
Matthew & Dallas Zimbelman

Bison Volleyball Club
Hamilton Telecommunications

Bob & Willa Freelend 
Memorial Flower Garden
Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend
Jim Freelend
Nicholas & Rebecca Freelend

Brynlee Zimbelman 
Memorial Scholarship
Matthew & Dallas Zimbelman

Burke Cemetery
Randy Lovejoy &
    Nancy Ramsey

Calvin Lepp 
Memorial Scholarship
Marian Lepp

Central City 
Children’s Theater
Archer Credit Union
Central City Mall
Chasity K. Pfeifer Insurance
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Cornerstone Bank
EyeCare Associates
Grosshans, Inc.
Hamilton Long Distance Co.
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan 
    DDS, P.C.
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Merrick Medical Center
Mesner Development Co.
Pinnacle Bank
Prairie Creek 
    Vineyard & Winery
State Theater Foundation, Inc.
Trinity Financial Group

Central City
    Middle School PTO
Matthew & Angela Blomstedt
Jason & Monica Buss
Michael & Amber Hoback

Chris & Heidi Smith
Denise Winsterman

Central City
Elementary School PTO
Archer Credit Union
Tyler & Mandy Carlson
Central City Mall
Central City Scale, Inc.
Central City Veterinary Clinic
Kraig & Alyssa Charron
Constellation Business 
    Group, LLC
Cornerstone Bank
Michael & Amber Hoback
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan
    DDS, P.C.
Merrick Medical Center
MyEllement Boutique
Pinnacle Bank
Chris & Heidi Smith
You Are Worth It, LLC
Matthew & Dallas Zimbelman

Central City Public 
Library Endowment
Dr. Jerome & Doris Gacke

Central City Public 
Library Special Project
Heartland United Way

Central City Public Schools
Jackie Sampson
South Central Economic 
Development District, Inc.
Donna Trueblood

Central City Scale-Ron 
& Jeanette Hawthorne 
Scholarship
Central City Scale, Inc.

Central City Senior Center
Dorothy Adkinson Charitable 
    Remainder Trust

Central City 
Sportsmen’s Club
Robert Davis Estate

Central City 
Stampede Softball
Paul & Jean Burbach
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
You Are Worth It, LLC

Central City Track Club
Merrick Medical Center

Central City 
Trails Endowment
Dr. Jerome & Doris Gacke
Paul & Bernadette Korslund
Darrell Widman

Christmas at the Courthouse
Central City Area 
    Chamber of Commerce
Central City Veterinary Clinic
Central Realty, Inc.
Central True Value
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Constellation Business 
    Group, LLC
MidAmerica Speakers Bureau
Sack Lumber
Amy Schoch
Shannappel LLC

Christmas of Sharing
Archer Zion UMW
Anthony & Sally Armatys
Norman & Linda Balliet
Leslie Beck
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Chapman United 
    Methodist Women
Cornerstone Bank
Ilene Dearking
Carl & Dawn Dickinson
Larry Doll

DONORS BY FUND

Donors are recognized for their giving to Merrick 
Foundation from January  1 to December 31, 2023. We 
processed 841 unique donations totalling $581,694.
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DONORS BY FUND
Eastern Star Arbor 
    Chapter No. 200
Fairview United 
    Methodist Women
Russell & Debra Flesch
Mardella Garretson
Heartland United Way
Robert & Evelyn Herbig
Joe Hesselgesser
Curtis & Christine Huber
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan 
    DDS, P.C.
Joyce Kuhn
Steve & Amy Kyes
Susan Nelson
Donald & Sandra Ohlman
Palmer Womens Club
Presbyterian Church 
    of Central City
Don & Barbara Reeves
Chuck & Linda Ryan
Vernon & Deloris Sawyers
Ronald & Geanene Schafer
Larry & Rose Schwensen
St. Michael’s Altar Society
DeAnna Way
Rex & Gloria Weller
Brent & Miriam Wells
Robert & Judith Williams
Patricia Young

Clarks Cares
Northeast Nebraska 
    Telephone Company

Clarks Friends of the Library
Kent & Cheryl Erickson
Heartland United Way
John & Barbara Kohl
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Myers Insurance, Inc.
Rodney & Loretta Pollard
Sharon Russell
Dave & Diane Schultz

Clarks Schools
Alex & Susan Kufeldt
Mary M. Kuhn

Clay & Courtney 
Retzlaff Acorn
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff

Darrell & Twila Widman 
Endowed Chapman 
Township Cemetery
Allen Quandt, Inc.
Nancy Fisher
Allen and Carol Quandt
Darrell Widman

Darrell & Twila Widman 
Endowed Community
Donor Advised
Darrell Widman

Darrell & Twila Widman 
Endowed Medical 
Scholarship
Darrell Widman

Darrell Widman
Endowed Museum
Darrell Widman

Darrell Widman 
Expendable Donor Advised
Darrell Widman

David & Katrina Lee Acorn
Central City Veterinary Clinic

Donald R. & Jackie 
Sampson Scholarship
Heartland United Way - Jackie 
Sampson
Rick and Kate Johnson 
Foundation

Dorothy Adkinson 
Memorial Acorn
Donald & Karen Benner
Dorothy Adkinson Charitable 
Remainder Trust

Ed & Laurie Dexter 
Ed & Laurie Dexter

Ed & Laurie Dexter 
Scholarship
Ed & Laurie Dexter

Edward Gentleman 
Memorial Scholarship
Edward Gentleman 
    Foundation Trust

Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Evan & Roxanne Brandes

Fishler Nursing 
Scholarship Acorn
Marvin & Vicki Fishler

Gail Gregg Ferris 
Registered Nurse 
Scholarship
Stanley & Gail Ferris

Gary Bader Memorial 
Scholarship
Connie Bader

General Endowment
AmazonSmile Foundation
Matthew & Janelle Armstrong
Donald & Karen Benner
Donald & Carol Daberkow
Carl & Dawn Dickinson
Timothy & Peggy Engel
Tammy Erickson
Christopher & Kirstin
    Fasbender
Russell & Debra Flesch
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Shane & Nicole Greving
Heartland United Way
Sandra Hoback
Curtis & Christine Huber
Alex & Susan Kufeldt
Joyce Kuhn
Lone Tree Quilters
Rex & Gayle Minert
Lori Parachini
Pinnacle Bank
Mark & Shanien Schmierer
Darrel & Louise Sebree
Daniel & Sharon Strecker
David & Cheryl Tickner
Robert Truesdell
Tom & Nancy Wagner
Darrell Widman
Jon & Ricki Yocom

Gregory Rinkol 
Memorial Scholarship
Randy & Nancy Rinkol

Griffith Family Scholarship
Charles & Kathleen Griffith

Guy & Pauline Lamberson 
Memorial Scholarship
Rodney Lamberson
William Lamberson

Heartland Veterans
Memorial Tribute
Ron & Tricia Herman 
    Family Fund
Alex & Susan Kufeldt
Tom & Karen Stephenson
Donna Trueblood

Hohnroth Family
Scholarship
Allen Hohnroth & Renee Berlin
Nancy Hohnroth
Darrel & Martha Rodgers

Hunter Philip Hawthorne 
Memorial Scholarship
Thomas & Janaan Hawthorne

Jack & Dorothy 
Burger Scholarship
Dorothy Burger Estate
Greg & Annette Burger
Kirk Burger
Gary & Beverly Cammarata
Marcia Grafe
Patricia Lee
Jane L. Schloz Estate

Joe Costello’s 
T.R.I.S.H. Memorial
Jerry Bernards
Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend
Jim Freelend
Mary McGhee
Network for Good
Natalee Shimerdla
Spreetail Foundation
Leah Watkins

Justin “Skippy” Bennett 
Memorial Scholarship
Allen & Delores Bennett

Kirk & Crissy Bader Acorn
Kirk & Crissy Bader

LaNelle Wegner 
Expendable Scholarship

Carolyn Wegner

Larry Dearking, DVM 
Memorial Scholarship
Ilene Dearking

LeRoy Hongsermeier FFA 
Memorial Scholarship
Shane & Stacey Stocker

Maynard & Lois 
Fullington Comeca Camp
Lois Fullington

Maynard & Lois 
Fullington Scholarship
Lois Fullington

Merrick Arts Council
Lennis & Patricia Benson
Cornerstone Bank
David & Donna Jorgensen
Jack & Kay Lyons
Patricia McMahon
Mesner Development Co.
Nebraska Arts Council
Kay Owens
Prairie Creek Vineyard 
    & Winery
Jon & Catherine Rahrs
Neil & Margenne Selko

Merrick Arts 
Council Endowment
Steve & Suzanne Philippi

Merrick County Child 
Development Center
Kevin & Ann Brown
Darrell Widman
Brenda Zimbelman

Merrick County Corn 
Growers Association 
Scholarship
Merrick County Corn Growers

Merrick County Historical 
Museum Endowment
Tom & Teri Beck
Julie & Rich Bringelson
David & Ruth Ferris
G. Steven Ferris
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DONORS BY FUND
Curtis & Christine Huber
Kay Owens
Marty Wiese
Michael Wilkins

Merrick County 
Museum Special Project
Ron & Mary Anderson
Michael & Jodene Baldwin
Leslie Beck
Betsey Hager Chapter NSDAR
Timothy & Cindy Bittinger
Janice Bolliger
William F. & April Bolte
William & Connie Bolte
Booth & Associates, Inc.
Paula Bosselman
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Evan & Roxanne Brandes 
Fund
John & Sara Ann Burczy
Jeff & Marisa Carlson
Randy & Lorraine Carlson
Richard & Cecelia Carnes
Michael Cerny
Dale & Barbara Church
Craig & Peggy Clausen
Dean & Karen Cobb
John and Janice Connor 
Charitable Fund
Donald & Carol Daberkow
Randy & Debra Dexter
Laurie Dunn
Janet Eckes
David & Ruth Ferris
E. Galynn & Dee Ferris
G. Steven Ferris
Stanley & Gail Ferris
Norbert & Kirsten Filian
Marvin & Vicki Fishler
Russell & Debra Flesch
Marj Garrett
Mark & Jane Gloor
Kevin & Linda Green
Gloria Gress
Shirley Greving
Gary & Cherlyn Haussermann
Michael J. Heeney D.D.S.
Mark & Debbie Heeney
Marilyn Heins
Neal & Beth Hentzen
John & Lois Herbst
Martin & Judy Ann Hoch
Duane & Inez Hord
Donald & Myra Imhof

Sandra Jacobs
Richard & Nancy Johnson
Tony & Karol Jorgensen
Thomas & Sherry Kahrhoff
Pete & Jane Kotsiopulos 
    Charitable Gift Trust
Rick & Kazuko Kunz
Ella Lachenbruch
Gene & Judy Larson
Wayne Larson
Jerry Lippincott
Jack & Kay Lyons
Joan Manning
Manstedt K-Lawn LLC
James & Martha McGahan
Alea and John McGill Gift Fund
Jack & Carmen McMahon
David Miller
LouAnne Miller
Peggy Miller
Ronald & Jane Moore
Dwana Mues
Robert Murray
Dale Nielson
Dr. Dale and Wauneta Nitzel
Kay Owens
Lori Padmore
James & Suzanne Pillen
Donald & Janet Placke
Robert & Susan Placke
Beth Pullen
Robert & Deborah Putt
Tom Rathman
Don & Barbara Reeves
Mary Reiman
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Virginia Rice
Wendell & Judith Roscoe
Henry Paul & Mary Saggau
Jackie Sampson
Darrel & Louise Sebree
Neil & Margenne Selko
Dale & Michelle Sell
Ralph Owen Severance
Ryan Shoemaker
Matt and Kathy Shonsey 
Charitable Fund
Michael E. Sigmond 
    Charitable Fund
Mark & Kathy Smith
Tom & Karen Stephenson
Torpin Grain Co. LLC
Alice Torpin
Carmen Van Pelt
William & Linda Vosik

Carole Webster
Shirley White
Darrell Widman
John & Nancy Wiederspan
Don & Joyce Williams
Deborah Zepeda

Merrick County Youth 
Council Scholarship
Merrick County Youth Council

Merrick Foundation Pass 
Through Scholarship
Heartland United Way - 
    Eric & Mary Steiner
Joe Hesselgesser

Mike & Tricia Schuller Acorn
Mike & Tricia Schuller

Miscellaneous 
Donor Designated
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Burbach Trucking
Gerald & Mary Lynn Clark
Edgar or Frances Reynolds 
Foundation, Inc.
Heartland United Way
Tom & Nancy Wagner

Neal Thomas Memorial
Rodney & Loretta Pollard

Nicholas & Kristen
Ryan Charitable
Nick & Kristen Ryan

Operating Fund
Creative Creatures 4-H Club

Palmer Commercial Club - 
Digital Marquee Sign
Palmer Commerical Club

Palmer Community
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Randy & Heather Shotkoski
Neil & Kate Wegner

Palmer Public Schools 
Endowment
American AgCredit, FLCA
Pinnacle Bank
David & Lois Wegner

Palmer Public Schools 
Track Facility
Livier Guzman
Heartland United Way

Palmer Schools, Jack 
Dinsdale
Palmer Community 
Foundation, Inc. - John A. &
    Gretchen Dinsdale 
    Charitable Foundation

Performing Arts 
Center Endowed
Dorothy Adkinson Charitable 
    Remainder Trust

Phoebe A. McCullough-
Barbara A. McGuire 
Memorial Education
Jeffrey and Jacqueline 
    McCullough Donor Fund
Ronald McGuire

Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial 
Scholarship
Lois Steger Estate

Robert & Lillian Krug 
Memorial Scholarship
Krug Acres LLC
Norman & Sue Krug

Scott/Ruge & 
Friends Memorial
Charlie Kelley
Neil & Margenne Selko

Silver Creek 
Alumni Scholarship
Silver Creek Alumni 
    Association

Stanley Ferris 
Agriculture Scholarship
Stanley & Gail Ferris

Steve & Amy Kyes Acorn
Steve & Amy Kyes

Summer Paulsen Simon, 
Class of 2001, Memorial 
Scholarship
Steven & Darla Belitz
Lori Simon

Tim Christensen 
Memorial Scholarship
Ann Christensen

Tom & Nancy Wagner 
Scholarship
Tom & Nancy Wagner

Veterans Memorial
Albert & Barbara Micek

Wayne & Mildred Hilder 
Scholarship
James & Kathleen Bartley
John & Mary Lynn Bennett
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Contryman Associates, P.C.
Cornerstone Bank
Dr. J. Gary Hayden
Rebecca Hilder
Bruce A. and Janet L. Kauk 
    Family Fund
Richard & Ann Lemmerman
Darrell Widman
Judith Williams
Douglas & Pamela Young

Willa Freelend, Women in 
Business Scholarship
Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend
Jim Freelend
Nicholas & Rebecca Freelend

William L. & Velma R. 
McLean Scholarship
Dr. George L. McLean

Wright Morris Home 
Restoration
Wendy Apple
John & Ruth Carrington
Alex & Susan Kufeldt

You Are Worth It Scholarship
Russell & Debra Flesch
You Are Worth It, LLC
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