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Board Members
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Total Funded: $119,574.69

Total Organizations: 30

Forever starts today. That is 
the mindset Donald Sampson 
had when the Foundation was 
formed in 1960 and those are 
the same guiding principles 
we use today. Merrick 
Foundation continued to 
build relationships and work 
with donors to create 18 
new endowed funds in 2021. 
This is in addition to the 149 
endowed funds previously 
established. The magic of an 

endowed fund is that it will continue to award grants 
and scholarships into perpetuity as only the earnings 
are used. As the fund grows, the earning potential 

grows which results in a larger award. So when we 
say forever starts today, we truly mean it.

In 2021, we were able to issue $119,575 in 
discretionary grants to 30 different groups across 
Merrick County. We commend all of the organizations 
who work tirelessly to improve the quality of life where 
we live, work and play. Our communities are better 
because of their efforts.

Our scholarship program continues to grow as we 
saw a 16% increase in students applying in 2022. We 
are excited to announce that this year we will award 
$150,000 in scholarships to 93 high school and 93 
college students. We strive to award a scholarship to 
every single student who successfully completes an 
application as we think it’s important for students to 

feel the support of their hometown as they go out into 
the world.  

I also want to say thank you to our donors. Thank you for 
trusting Merrick Foundation to be a link to the future. 
Our staff works tirelessly to ensure your wishes are 
carried out. If you are still trying to figure out the best 
way to make or leave an impact on Merrick County, I 
encourage you to contact Shauna to learn more about 
the numerous options the Foundation offers.  

Lastly, thank you to our Board of Directors. Thank you 
for the time and energy you put into representing your 
community on the Merrick Foundation Board. From 
the committee meetings to the events we host, I’m 
proud of the work we are able to accomplish together. 
Here’s to 2022!
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Kristen 
Hermansen-Ryan DDS,

 Board President

Presidents • February 1960 - December 2020

Executive Directors • February 1960 - December 2020

Donald F. Sampson
Ivan Martson
Harold Parker
Warren Marsh
John Hummel
Bruce Cowgill

Kirk Riley

Donald F. Sampson
Yvonne Ferris

Shirley Higgins
Marla Ortegren

Chuck Griffith
Shauna Graham

A Message from the Board President:

William H. Kuhn
Philip Greenwood
John McHargue
Michael J. Cave

Kathryn L. Mesner
Jerry Lentfer
Joel Ferris

Ed Detweiler
Dean Hartwig

Kurt Kuhn
Steve Twiss

Sean Wagner
Brian Buhlke
Dave Beck

Crissy Bader
Palmer

Deb Beck
Clarks

Larry Benson
Chapman

Courtney Retzlaff, 
Chief Financial Officer

Shauna Graham, 
Executive Director

Kristen Hermansen-Ryan DDS
Central City

Leah Brown
Archer Area

Tom Wagner
Central City

Denise Hebda
Silver Creek

Morgan Clarke-Hogan
Central City

Kevin Urkoski
Clarks

Mary Steiner
Chapman

DJ Talbott
Central City

Whitney Hake
Palmer

Marvin Fishler
Central City

Diane Schoch
Central City

Brandon Konwinski
Silver Creek

Ed Dexter
Randy Rinkol

Shannon Hannappel
Barry Marsh

Doug Van Pelt
Dr. Kristen Hermansen-Ryan

Merrick Foundation Impact Report 2022 | 3

Bison After School Program
Central City Area Chamber of Commerce

Central City Boy Scouts Troop 102
Central City Cub Scouts Pack 102

Central City FFA
Central City High School

Central City Junior Wrestling Club
Central City Legion Baseball

Central City Sportsmen’s Club
Central City Stampede Softball

Clarks Public Library
Clarks VFW Post #4832

Clarks Villa Apartments
Fellowship of Christian Athletes

GRACE Cancer Foundation

High Plains Community Schools
High Plains FFA

Merrick County Child Development Center
Merrick County Historical Museum

Merrymakers Association
Midland Area Agency on Aging

Palmer Community Foundation, Inc.
Palmer Cub Scouts Pack 3016

Palmer Public School
Palmer Senior Center

Platte PEER Group
Riverside Park Association

Silver Creek Cemetery Association
Silver Creek Township Library

Twin River Legion Baseball Program

Merrick Foundation Grantees
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“
I’m not sure where else I would go for what I wanted 
to do.   The blueprint is here.  The administration 
of  our fund is here and it’s such a simple process to 
go through,” states Tom Wagner, donor and current 

board member at the Merrick Foundation.  “It was also 
nice to have you guys talk us through it so we could set it 
up correctly.”

Tom and Nancy Wagner, passionate community 
supporters, recently established two endowed funds at the 
Merrick Foundation.  One is a designated fund intended 
to assist with grants at the Merrick County Child 
Development Center, and the second is a scholarship fund 
assisting graduates of  Central City High School.  

Tom and his wife Nancy have been members of  the 
Central City community since moving back from Deshler 
in the summer of  1974.  “My parents Heber & Alma, 
Nancy & I, as well as Sean and Trent all attended Central 
City schools.  My grandchildren have as well and they 
also benefited from scholarships, before we even began 
donating to Merrick Foundation.”

The Wagners originally started donating to the Merrick 
Foundation by creating an Acorn fund.  Acorn funds 
allow donors to make regular contributions without 
knowing exactly what the end fund will be.  When the 
fund had reached a level where grants and scholarships 
could be awarded, the Wagners chose to create two funds.   
“I believe poverty and early childhood education are two 

of  the most important problems facing our country.  Early 
childhood education for everyone would have a huge 
impact on our county’s poverty level as well as other rural 
counties in our state,” states Wagner.

“Our mission has always been to connect people who 
care with causes that matter,” states Shauna Graham, 
Executive Director at the Merrick Foundation. “We were 
able to take what Tom and Nancy are passionate about 
and create funds that will allow them to make a direct 
impact into perpetuity.  It’s a pretty awesome thing to be a 
part of.”  

Wagner, who is entering his fifth and final year of  being 
on the board of  directors, has also made an impact with 
his fellow board members as well as the staff. “Tom is 
always looking for ways to get involved and help in our 
community,” states Graham.  “He’s exactly the type of  
person you want on your board.  He’s super engaged 
in what is going on, he stays up to date on trends in 
philanthropy, he always offers to volunteer and he just has 
a really diplomatic way of  looking at things and engaging 
in conversations.  He was on the board when I was hired 
and he really encourages all of  us to continue to develop 
the Merrick Foundation to be the best it can be.”

Wagner has also enjoyed his time on the board.  “I think 
serving on the board has helped me to understand the 
inner workings of  the Foundation.  I’ve also learned that 
it cannot just be left up to the big donors.  Everyone in the 
county has to be a part of  giving to enable the Foundation 
to continue to award the grants and scholarships that 
they do.  Giving a little bit, often and regularly, has the 
ability to make a big difference.  If  we could all do that 
over 20 years, just stop and think about the impact that 
could make.”  

If  you are interested in learning how you can make an 
impact in an area you are passionate about, please call the 
Merrick Foundation at (308) 946-3707.

~Tom Wagner

Tom & nancy wagner:  
Creating Impact

Tom & Nancy Wagner family photo

“Giving a little bit, often and 
regularly, has the ability to 
make a big difference.”
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New Funds Created in 2021

*Assumes a $10,000 fund balance, a 7.5% return, a 5% annual grant and a 1.5% admin fee. This example is not a guarantee of  return on investment.

$32,231.59
$16,283.48

$14,121.60
$12,697.35

$5,231.11
$10,936.85

$10,000
$500

The power of creating an Endowed Fund:  
Supporting Your Community for Generations to Come

The graphic below demonstrates how your gift can grow over time, all while providing grants 
and/or scholarships to areas you are passionate about. 

Year 1	

Year 10	

Year 25 	

Year 50

Fund 
Balance

Grants to the 
Community

Acorn

Fiscal Sponsorship

Designated

Unrestricted

Agency

Dwaine & Carmen Van Pelt Acorn
Dwight & Barbara Strobel Acorn

Kirk & Crissy Bader Acorn
Mike & Tricia Schuller Acorn 

Shane & Nicole Greving Acorn 

Dean & Deb Beck

Nebraska Therapeutic Riding Academy

Central Nebraska Juniors Volleyball Club 

Merrick County Child Development Center 
Scholarship 

Central City FFA Alumni 
Central City Public Schools - Dome Project

Scholarship
Berney-Manuel Scholarship 

Calvin Lepp Memorial Scholarship 

Ed & Laurie Dexter Scholarship 

Gary Bader Memorial Scholarship 

Guy & Pauline Lamberson Memorial 
Scholarship 

Hunter Philip Hawthorne Memorial 
Scholarship 

LeRoy Hongsermeier FFA Memorial 
Scholarship

Lonny & Wanda Duennerman Family 
Scholarship 

Summer Paulsen Simon, Class of 2001, 
Memorial Scholarship

You Are Worth It Scholarship
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W
e chose the Merrick Foundation because this 
is our county.  This is our life,” states Wanda 
Duennerman, wife to Lonny.  “I have worked 
in several area schools.  The students I 

helped will have children, and maybe we can help them 
too.”

The Duennermans, who recently set up an endowed 
scholarship at the Merrick Foundation, have deep roots 
in Merrick County.  “Lonny’s grandfather, Henry, came 
over from Germany in 1883 as he had uncles already 
farming here,” states Wanda.  “The farm we live on was 
purchased in the 1890s.”  Wanda and her husband Lonny 
have two adult children,  Steven and Luana.

“The Lonny & Wanda Duennerman Family Scholarship 
is intended to benefit a student with an intellectual or 
physical disability who is seeking education and/or 
training post high school.  It could also be used to benefit 
a student who is seeking a degree in teaching or another 
area that will benefit a child with a disability,” states 
Shauna Graham, Executive Director at the Merrick 
Foundation.  “An endowed scholarship will grant into 
perpetuity as only the earnings will be awarded in the 
form of  a scholarship each year.”

Wanda, a speech therapist, has an extensive history of  
working with students in Merrick County.  “I was hired 
into a co-op that included Silver Creek, Clarks, Palmer, 
Archer and Central City.  I did that for about four years 
before being hired by Central City, where I then served 

South Ward, North Ward, the Middle & High School as 
well as Archer, Worms and Nebraska Christian.”

After working in Central City, Wanda then moved on to 
work with Grand Island Public Schools at the Central 
Nebraska Support Service Program, which works to 
enhance the development of  children with disabilities.

Wanda & Lonny’s passion for this cause is clear.  “I have 
worked with kids who are now attorneys.  We know there 
are a lot of  kids on Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
who are brilliant.  We are hoping this might be a way 
for some of  them to pursue further education,” Wanda 
continues.

“One of  my absolute favorite things to do is talk with 
people about what their passions are and then see how 
we can help.  Lonny & Wanda are an incredible couple 
and we are honored to help set up their scholarship 
fund.  Their scholarship fund will impact so many future 
students,” states Graham.

For more information on how your family can start a 
fund, please call the Merrick Foundation at (308) 946-3707.

“I have worked in several 
area schools.  The students 
I have helped will have 
children, and maybe we 
can help them too.”

~Wanda Duennerman

Lonny & Wanda Duennerman:  
Building for the Future

Wanda & Lonny Duennerman
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By the Numbers

Cash and investments	 $19,573,965
Prepaid expenses	 3,066
Property and equipment	 865,369
Receivables	 47,924
   Total Assets	 $20,490,324

Funds held for others	 $3,275,315
Grants and scholarships payable	 179,811
Payables	 36,883
Unearned rent	 1,450
Net assets	 16,996,865
   Total Liabilities and Net Assets	 $20,490,324

This Consolidated Statement of Financial Position was taken from our audited financial statement, which is prepared by AMGL CPAs and Advisors.  Copies of our 
annual audit are available in our office.  Copies of our IRS form 990 are available in our office or on our website at www.merrick-foundation.org.

Assets Liabilities and net assets

as of October 31, 2021
Statement of Financial Position

Investing in our future

In 2021, we were able to award 
$144,450 to 83 high school and 
77 college students.  We were able to do 
this due to the generosity of our 
donors and the 73 funds that awarded 
scholarships.



2022  Scholarship Awards 2022  Scholarship Awards

Ian Anderson
Myrtle & Jim  

Clarke 
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Yaozhu Cheng
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford 

Grant Blodgett
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Emily Blomstedt
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

Megan Blomstedt
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford; 

Ernest & Peggy Nabity 
Memorial

Trinity Blase
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

Shayne Bennett
Clinton M. Wegner 

Haden Czarnick
Larry Meyer Memorial;

Silver Creek Alumni 
 
 

Koby Brandenburg
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial 

 

Alexander Curfman
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford 

Amorese Avila
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial 

Connor Carlson
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Ella Buhlke
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial 

Grant Brooks
Donald R. & Jackie 

Sampson 

Faith Blauhorn
Dinsdale Sophomore 

Concey Bader
Hohnroth Family 

Chandra Davis
William L. & Velma R. 

McLean 

Dyllan Belleci
Willis C. Lenz 

Memorial 

Bennett Anderson
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Boxin Du
Leonard & Doris Aerni 

Memorial 
 

Morgan Earl
Barney Bockerman 

Memorial; Gary Bader 
Memorial; Merrick 

County Pork Producers 

Makenna Beyer
Jack & Dorothy Burger 

Shayla Bennett
Clinton M. Wegner 

Olivia Brummet
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Adam Dittmer
James & Marilyn Heins 

Curtis Bailey
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Emma Eilers
Clinton M. Wegner 

Jayden Gaibler
Barry & Alta Marsh; 

Edward Mitchell

Kyle Dittmer
Raymond W. Starostka 

Memorial

Zach Egeland
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Alexis Ferris
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Abigail Curfman
William & Emma Steffen 

Aden Eckstrom
Clinton M. Wegner; 

Gary Monter Memorial 

Jacey Eberle
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Crystal Erickson
Benjamin Thomas 
Lindner Memorial; 
Matthew Fishburn 

Julieanne Gallion
Alice Klingenberg 

Memorial; 
Maynard & Lois 

Fullington

Reilly Donscheski
Clinton M. Wegner 

Emily Eilers
Clinton M. Wegner 

Ayden Flodman
Tom & Nancy Wagner 

Nicholas Euse
William & Emma Steffen 

Madison Glause
Clinton M. Wegner 

Dayton Falk
William & Emma Steffen

Weston Graham
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial

Jade Erickson
Michael V. Bittinger 

Memorial 

Seth Glass
Ervin & Bonnie 

Blauhorn 

Jacob Erickson
Edna I. Widman 

Memorial 

Andrew Garfield
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Betsy Eckstrom
Clinton M. Wegner 
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Lauren Hickey
Gary Monter Memorial 

Lana Hebda
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial; 
Calvin Lepp Memorial 

Kortney Hamer
Leonard & Doris 

Aerni Memorial; Willa 
Freelend, Women in 

Business

John Hostler
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial; 

J. Oren Hoback 
Memorial

Cayden Homolka
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial 

Katie Heins
Edward Mitchell 

Gracie Hillmer
Leanne Zmek 

Memorial; 
Vernie L. Lock

Ross Hebda
Richard Mattson 

Memorial 

Elijah Green
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Gabriella Homolka
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford; 

Lindner-Van Pelt 
Heritage

Kale Jensen
Ed & Laurie Dexter; 

Rogene Ecker Memorial 

Cole Kunz
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford 

Benjamin Janssen
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Kaler Johansen
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Olivia Janssen
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Elizabeth Krance
Donald R. & Jackie 

Sampson; Phoebe A. 
McCullough-Barbara A. 

McGuire Memorial

Ken Kaewwisit
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford

Drake Kunze
Clinton M. Wegner 

Brianna Konwinski
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford

Seth Hower
Myrtle & Jim Clarke

David Johnson
Dylan Van Pelt 

Memorial; Leonard & 
Doris Aerni Memorial; 

Summer Paulsen 
Simon, Class of 2001, 

Memorial

Alexis Kalkwarf
Ethel Sweet Memorial 

Kamryn Lemburg
Silver Creek Alumni; 

Wayne & Mildred Hilder 

Karlee McClellan
Mary Chochon 

Memorial

Logan Lovejoy
Austin & Cleo  
Vanderford 

Shelby McHargue
Austin & Cleo  

Vanderford; Merrick 
Foundation Founders

Sidney McHargue
Austin & Cleo  

Vanderford; Raymond, 
Leonard & Lois Steger 

Memorial 

Dyson Kunz
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

Kamrie Lindburg
Derek Aspedon 

Allie Kunze
Clinton M. Wegner; 

Griffith Family

Claire Kelly
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford

HoEun Lee
Austin & Cleo  
Vanderford 

Yufan Ma
Austin & Cleo  
Vanderford 

Ethan Merchant
Austin & Cleo  
Vanderford 

Grace Langemeier
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

Javier Marino
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Marissa Morris
Ralph Stanley & Ella 
Halstead Severance 

Memorial 
 

Olivia Macken
Austin & Cleo  
Vanderford 

Kadren Miller
Darrell & Twila Widman 

Endowed Medical 

Rinrada Masatit
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

 

Eric Lenz
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

 

Molly Griess
William & Emma 

Steffen

Audrey Haidley
Merrick Foundation 
Industrious Student 

Isaac Halbgewachs
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford  

Jonah Gress
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial
 

Vincent Harlow
Leonard & Doris Aerni 

Memorial 

Charles McGinnis
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford;

Rogene Ecker 
Memorial

Graci McGinnis
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford



2022  Scholarship Awards 2022  Scholarship Awards
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Lauree Pickinpaugh
Austin & Cleo 

Vanderford; Warren & 
Virginia Marsh Memorial  

Daniel Musgrave
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Jonathan Needham
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Nehemiah Peters
William & Emma 

Steffen 

Gabrielle Moser
Warren & Virginia 
Marsh Memorial 

Katie Paczosa
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Tawinee Poongkumarn
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Talia Parlane
Ralph Stanley & Ella 
Halstead Severance 

Memorial

Evelyne Njeri
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

My Pham
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Carsyn Ostrand
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Vaughn Pedersen
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Jessica Ohlman
American Legion Post 

#6 40 & 8; 
William & Emma 

Steffen

Aubree Quast
Leonard & Doris Aerni 

Memorial 

Alejandro Orozco
William L. & Velma R. 

McLean 

Mackynzi Muller
Dinsdale Sophomore 

Gus Osantowski
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial

Logan Reeves
Merrick County Corn 
Growers Association 

Morgann Pospisil
Carole A. Joseph 

Memorial 

Garrett Nokelby
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

Kate Pipher
Eugene Fishburn 

Aidan Pipher
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Abigail Niemeier
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Anh Nguyen
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Chesney Reeves
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Aydon Nelson
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Peter Paul
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Gunner Reimers
Clinton M. Wegner; 

Gary Monter Memorial 

Ryah Richardson
Austin & Cleo  
Vanderford

Payton Rinkol
Austin & Cleo  
Vanderford

Tyson Rinkol
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

Ruger Reimers
Dinsdale Sophomore 

Tanner Schneiderheinz
Eugene Fishburn 

Emily Samuelson
Henry “Bud” Santin 

Memorial; 
Richard “Dick” 

Chochon Memorial 

Lindsey Sawyers
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Jordan Schnell
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

Sarah Roberts
Leonard & Doris Aerni 

Memorial 

Logan Russell
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Zaydyn Roberts
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Michael Rutherford
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Rebecca Schrock
Clinton M. Wegner

Tabitha Seip
William & Emma 

Steffen 

Sara Schwartz
Clinton M. Wegner

McKenzie Schweitzer
Leonard & Doris Aerni 

Memorial

Sadie Shuda
Clinton M. Wegner

Robert Schwartz
Clinton M. Wegner

 

Tennasynn Sebek
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial

Kaleb Morton
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial
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Gehrig Urkoski
Tom & Teri Beck 

Kara Valasek
Larry Dearking, DVM 

Memorial 

Lane Urkoski
Glen D. & Doris E. Neel 

Memorial 

Stone Swantek
William & Emma 

Steffen 

 

Grant Stuhmer
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial

Christian Thede
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Shelby Swanson
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford

Bree Tumlinson
Joel Holbrook 

Memorial; 
Myrtle & Jim Clarke; 
Virgil & Nora Lindner

Kaleb Thomas
Willis C. Lenz 

Memorial 

Anna Thede
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial; 
Elton & Nancy Erickson 

Kennedy Thompson
Clinton M. Wegner 

Hannah Urban
Austin & Cleo  
Vanderford; 

Les Johnson Memorial 

Jacob Weller
Clinton M. Wegner 

Austin Wells
Hohnroth Family

Jamison Urkoski
Austin & Cleo  
Vanderford   

Brayden Weller
Clinton M. Wegner; 

Robert & Lillian Krug 
Memorial 

Adreya Smith
Brynlee Zimbelman 

Memorial;
Clinton M. Wegner

Taryn Wagner
William & Emma 

Steffen 

Mason Weller
Clinton M. Wegner 

Blake Wert
Elwin & Lucile Ferris 

Fallon Wells
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Brianna Wilshusen
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Cole Swanson
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Shane Stahn
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford

Bryce Sutton
Central City Scale-Ron 
& Jeanette Hawthorne 

 

Taylor Wagner
Ray & Mildred Miller 

Memorial; 
William & Emma 

Steffen

Chantz Stuhmer
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Seth Wert
Charles & Doris Benner; 

Elwin & Lucile Ferris; 
Matthew Fishburn 

Brendan Wruble
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Scott Wyman
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford

Michael Wolfe
Carole A. Joseph 

Memorial 

Kenzie Wert
Ervin & Bonnie 

Blauhorn;
You Are Worth It

Kiersten Wright
Austin & Cleo
Vanderford 

Yixi Wang
Austin & Cleo  
Vanderford   

Kaitlyn Wemhoff
Bonnie Kohl Memorial 

Alison Winsterman
Charles & Ann

Kuhlman Memorial; 
William & Emma 

Steffen

Chet Wichmann
Dinsdale Sophomore 

Dayle Wettlaufer
Hunter Philip 

Hawthorne Memorial; 
Karen & Danielle 

Bannister Memorial 

Rylie Young
Austin & Cleo
 Vanderford

Rose Zelinski
William & Emma 

Steffen 

Jackson Strain
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford;

Gregory Rinkol 
Memorial

Tanner Simdorn
Gary Monter Memorial 

Congratulations to the 
186 students who received 
$160,250 in scholarships.



Donors are recognized for their giving to the Merrick Foundation  from
November 1, 2020 - December 31, 2021. 

We processed 1,006 unique donations, totaling $1,724,198.65.

Donors by Fund
Donations received in memory of a loved one are recorded in the Book of Memory, which is always on display at our 

office.  Donations can be made in memory of a loved one to a specific fund or our General Endowment.  Any donations 
made to our General Endowment are used to fund various community projects throughout Merrick County.  The time 

frame captured below is from January 1, 2021 - December 31, 2021.

Book of Memory

Chas Anderson	 **** - ****
Don Anderson	 1930 - 2021
Gary Bader	 1942 - 2020
Neil Bankson	 1935 - 2020
Mike Bates	 1948 - 2020
Mildred Beck	 1931 - 2020
Bell Berryman	 1847 - 1940
Irene Boelts	 1922 - 2021
Bernice Bolte	 1926 - 2021
Lawrence Bolte	 1918 - 1991
Rose Ann Burkhardt	 1938 - 2021
Grayce Hahn Burney	 1907 - 1994
Alvera Butt	 1924 - 2002
Louis Butt	 1925 - 1999
Patricia D. Campbell	 1929 - 2020
Karen Carlson	 1951 - 2021
Bill Ceder	 1940 - 2021
Kenneth Charron	 1933 - 2021
Jane Clements	 1939 - 2020
Linda Cordsen	 1952 - 2021
Carolyn Davis	 1937 - 2021
Jerry Davis	 1942 - 2021
Larry Dearking	 1946 - 2019
Gordon Deichmann	 1928 - 2021
Jewell Deichmann	 1930 - 2021
Lyle Dettman	 1916 - 1992
Harold Dexter	 1932 - 2020
Lorraine Dexter	 1932 - 2017
Diedrich “D.D.” Dugger	 1951 - 2021
Mitch Earnest	 1960 - 2020
Rogene Ecker	 1937 - 2006
Dennis Eckstrom	 1946 - 2021
Alice Elstermeier	 1941 - 2020
Joan Foulk	 1932 - 2021
Thomas Fousek	 1950 - 2021
Georgena Frauen	 1928 - 2015
Otto Frauen	 1920 - 2006
Bob Freelend	 1929 - 2020
Willa Freelend	 1934 - 2019
Bonnie Garretson	 1932 - 2021
Wallace Garretson	 1923 - 2005
Doris Garrett	 1931 - 2021
Edith Garrett	 1953 - 2021
Wesley Garrett	 1927 - 1999
Edna Gee	 1897 - 1953

John Gee	 1896 - 1966
Marie Gee	 1925 - 2016
Max Gee	 1922 - 1995
Norma Lee Gillan Haith	 1922 - 1997
Larry Hald	 1942 - 2021
Clarence Hanke	 1913 - 1993
Edna Hanke	 1918 - 2004
Herman Hanke	 1872 - 1960
Minnie Hanke	 1876 - 1946
Ron Hawthorne	 1935 - 2020
John D. Hedges	 1927 - 2021
Wayne Hedges	 1931 - 2020
James Heins	 1949 - 2002
Erv Hesselgesser	 1918 - 1981
Janice Hesselgesser	 1917 - 2008
Van Hesselgesser	 1946 - 2016
Roger Hohnroth	 1938 - 2001
LeRoy Hongsermeier	 1940 - 2020
T. B. Hord	 1850 - 1910
Warren Hudnall	 1930 - 2021
Donna Inness	 **** - ****
Bud Irwin	 1928 - 2019
Mike Johnson	 1961 - 2020
Norman R. Johnson	 1948 - 2020
Norman “Norm” Johnson	 1949 - 2021
Thomas D. Kuhn	 1941 - 2004
William H. Kuhn	 1928 - 2019
Jack Kuskie	 1947 - 2021
Guy Lamberson	 1912 - 1996
Pauline Lamberson	 1917 - 2014
Willis C. Lenz	 1934 - 2019
Calvin Lepp	 1927 - 2019
Ron Lukesh	 1948 - 2021
Joyce Lutes	 1930 - 2021
Carol “Bunny” Malcolm	 1947 - 2018
Scott Malcolm	 1947 - 2021
John Mangelsen	 1933 - 1997
Valborg Mangelsen	 1910 - 1986
Dr. William Marsh	 1948 - 2021
Dr. F. P. McAleer	 1905 - 1975
Mrs. F. P. McAleer	 1913 - 1990
Phoebe A. McCullough	 1920 - 1988
Barbara A. McGuire	 1943 - 1988
Velma R. McLean	 1909 - 2006
William L. McLean	 1912 - 2021
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Tom McMahon	 1939 - 2012
Jerry Morris	 1953 - 2021
David Wm. Mundt	 1948 - 2021
Clarence Munn	 1915 - 1987
Violet Munn	 1921 - 2017
Patsy R. Cahow Murray	 1932 - 1992
Rich Myers	 1943 - 2021
Carolyn T. Olsen	 1938 - 2021
Jerry Osantowski	 1941 - 2021
Joe Parachini	 1947 - 2010
Doug Patton	 1956 - 2021
Robert “Bob” Polzkill	 1947 - 2021
Terry Ramold	 1959 - 2014
Dwayne Randall	 1949 - 2018
Yolanda Rathman	 1939 - 2021
Portia Reeves	 1905 - 2007
Ted Reeves	 1905 - 1988
Don Reimer	 1942 - 2021
August “Augie” Retzlaff 	 1933 - 2011
Roger Roscoe	 1941 - 2020
Duane Rutherford	 1934 - 2020
Candy Schank	 1948 - 2021
Charlie Schank	 1910 - 1999
Annette Schulze	 1934 - 2021
Charlie Scott	 1910 - 1999
Lyle Shively	 1942 - 2013
Summer (Paulsen) Simon	 1983 - 2020
Gilbert Smith	 1949 - 2021
Helen Solt	 1921 - 2021
Kimmera Stahlecker	 1988 - 2020
Shirley Stratman	 1936 - 2021
Darlene Swertzic	 1943 - 2013
Lyle Teel	 1924 - 2021
Marge Thompson	 1936 - 2020
Effie Torpin	 1914 - 2010
Stan Torpin	 1916 - 2003
Mary Truesdell	 1941 - 2018
Tom Urban	 1962 - 2020
Dwaine Van Pelt	 1930 - 2021
Norma Van Pelt	 1927 - 2021
Dennis Waggoner	 1937 - 2012
Dallas “Gus” Wegner	 1922 - 1997
Jeanette Williams	 1942 - 2021
Marilyn Wilson	 1928 - 2018
Brynlee Zimbelman	 2016 - 2018
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American Legion Baseball
Terry & Linda Harlow
Estate of Ron Hawthorne
Jack & Carmen McMahon
Eugene & Sonja Pohl
Patricia Shively
Dawn Urban
Archer Evangelical Community 
Cemetery

Georgia Stettner
Bader Park Endowment
Darrell Widman
Bader Park Reserves
Bader Park Endowment Fund
Barbara A. & Floyd M. Gorgen
Richard & Susan Owens
Steven & Judy Rothenberger
Pauline Wieseman
Benjamin Thomas Lindner 
Memorial Scholarship

Virgil & Nora Lindner 
Berney-Manuel Scholarship
George & Dottie Manuel
Bison After School Program
Janet Benson
Larry & Aimee Benson
Heartland United Way
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Shirley Nelson
Bison Athletic Booster Club
Allen Capital Group
Bill & Tina Anderson
Anthony & Sally Armatys
Barn Star Farms, Inc.
Beau Bearnes
Cortney Bearnes
Beer 30, LLC
Bill’s Volume Sales, Inc.
Benjamin & Valerie Blase
Tim & Sandy Bolling
Wendy Botsch
Brandes Brothers LLC
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Jess & Kelly Brandes
Roger & Sharon Brandes Fund
Brian & Amy Buhlke
Burbach Trucking
Myles & Ivie Butt
Carlson Insurance Agency, Inc.
Central City Runza
Central City Veterinary Clinic
Central Realty, Inc.
Central True Value
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Cornerstone Bank
Cornhusker Acres, Inc.
Bill & Billie Cox
Brandon & Anna Detlefsen

Bison Athletic Booster Club (Cont’d)
Ryan & Whitney Dettman
EyeCare Associates
Christopher & Kirstin Fasbender
First State Bank
Fowl Creek Farms, Inc.
Darin & Chevonne Garfield
Shane & Nicole Greving
Ryan & Sara Grigsby
Grosshans, Inc.
Jason & Holee Hanke
Heins Lawn & Landscape, Inc.
Adam M Ickes Inc.
JAG Acres, Inc.
Jeff & Amber Jensen
Jeff & Carly Johnson
Brent Kennedy
Kohl & Associates Inc.
Aaron & Jody Kunz
Edward & Marilyn Kyes
Steve & Amy Kyes
L.T.W. Ag Supply Inc.
Noah & Adriane Luebbe
Scott & Cassie Musil
Dustin & Laken Parde
Andrew & Natalie Pearson
Perfect Circle Irrigation Inc.
Chasity K. Pfeifer Insurance
Pinnacle Bank
Aaron & Jill Purvis
James & Katie Reeves
RHD Publishing LLC
Heather Seitz
Scott & Laura Simonsen
Solt-Wagner Funeral Home
Breann Thorberg
Trav’s U-Save Pharmacy
Sean & Lisa Wagner
Tom & Nancy Wagner
Trent & Kim Wagner
Daniel & Tamera Warnick
Wegner Monument Co.
Shane & Chris Welte
Jared & Sheila Wetovick
Jacob & Elisa Zeiss
Brett & Leah Zikmund
Bob & Willa Freelend Memorial 
Flower Garden

Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend
Jim Freelend
Nicholas & Rebecca Freelend
Southeast Villa LLC
Burke Cemetery
Scott & Maria Kohl
Reginald Kuhn
Randy Lovejoy & Nancy Ramsey
Calvin Lepp Memorial Scholarship
Marian Lepp

Central City Children’s Theater
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Central City Elementary School PTO
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Cornerstone Bank
Central City FFA Alumni
Central City FFA Alumni
Central City Public Library 
Endowment

Jerry & Linda Beck
Estate of Patricia D. Campbell
Heartland United Way
Central City Public Library Special 
Project

Heartland United Way
Rodney & Sara Lee
Central City Public Schools
Joe Hesselgesser
Central City Public Schools - Athletics
Katie Brodine
DMV Golf LLC
Mike & Lana Hall
Thomas Hall
Dr. Jay & Jeanne Hauserman
Mitch Johnson
Rick & Kate Johnson Foundation 
Donor Advised Fund

Robert Kuhn
Jackie Sampson
Susan Van Vleet
Central City Public Schools - Dome 
Project

Central City Runza
Cornerstone Bank
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan, DDS, 
P.C.

Prairie Creek Vineyard & Winery
Central City Scale-Ron & Jeanette 
Hawthorne Scholarship

Central City Scale, Inc.
Central City Senior Center
Terry & Linda Harlow
Central City Sportsmen’s Club
Darrin & Leah Brown
Dan & Susan Monaghan Expendable 
Donor Advised Fund

Don & Barbara Reeves
Darrell Widman
Central City Stampede Softball
Archer Credit Union
Paul & Jean Burbach
Fraternal Order of Eagles
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Central City Trails Endowment
Dr. Jerome & Doris Gacke
Charles & Kathleen Griffith
Platte PEER Group

Central City Trails Endowment, 
(Cont’d)

Darrell Widman
Central Nebraska Juniors Volleyball 
Club

Central Nebraska Juniors Volleyball 
Club

 Clarke Acorn
Dr. Jeff & Kristy Clarke
Clarks Cares
Northeast Nebraska Telephone 
Company

Clarks Friends of the Library
Gloor Brothers LLC
Heartland United Way
Reginald Kuhn
Manstedt K-Lawn LLC
Merrick County
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Albert & Barbara Micek
Rodney & Loretta Pollard
Zola Rieken
Strobel Manufacturing, Inc.
Clarks Schools
Michael & Cindy Douglas
Ronna Graskowiak
Alex & Susan Kufeldt
Mary M. Kuhn
Karen Tholen
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff Acorn
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Darrell & Twila Widman Endowed 
Community Donor Advised

Darrell L. Widman
Darrell & Twila Widman Endowed 
Chapman Township Cemetery

Darrell L. Widman 
Darrell & Twila Widman Endowed 
Medical Scholarship

Darrell L. Widman
Darrell Widman Endowed Museum
Darrell L. Widman
Darrin & Leah Brown Acorn
Darrin & Leah Brown 
Dave Kohl Memorial Acorn
Kohl & Associates Inc.
David & Katrina Lee Acorn
Central City Veterinary Clinic 
Dean & Deb Beck
Dean & Deborah Beck
Don & Shannon Hannappel Acorn
Don & Shannon Hannappel
Dwaine & Carmen Van Pelt Acorn
Kent & Deborah Carlson
Daniel & Pamela Cash
Dr. Wesley DeRosier & Dr. Heidi 
Thoden

Rick & Martha Ewald
Gary & Theresa Farnik



Donors by Fund Donors by Fund
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Dwaine & Carmen Van Pelt Acorn 
(Cont’d) 

Judith Flanery
David & Anne Gillespie
Kelly & Karen Grossnicklaus
Steve & Marilyn Gustafson
Jeff & Cyndi Hayes
Ethel Heeney
Nancy Hohnroth
Kroeker & Kroeker Insurance & Real 
Estate Inc.

Norman & Sue Krug
Gary & Lisa Maresh
David & Debra Ohlman
Donald & Sandra Ohlman
Larry & Arlis Phelps
Nathan Ritta
Jackie Sampson
Seim Irrigation & Well Drilling
Kenyon & Cheryl Seim
Greg & Karen Senkbile
Darrel & Carolyn Siekman
Daniel & Sharon Strecker
Shelba Swanson
Carmen Van Pelt
Rodney & Penny Wetovick
Darrell Widman
Brian & Tamara Wolford
Dwight & Barbara Strobel Acorn
Dwight & Barbara Strobel
Ed & Laurie Dexter
Ed & Laurie Dexter
Ed & Laurie Dexter Scholarship
Ed & Laurie Dexter
Elwin & Lucile Ferris Scholarship
Jay & Tammie Ferris
Dr. E. Thomas & Beverly Thurber
Emil & Donna Steinke Family 
Endowed Discretionary

Robert & Christine Steinke
Gary Bader Memorial Scholarship
Connie Bader
General Endowment
#IMomSoHard
Agricultural Services, Inc.
AmazonSmile Foundation
Estate of Lyle Eugene Bader
Dean & Deborah Beck
Jamey & Shannon Beck
Tom & Teri Beck
Donald & Karen Benner
James & Judith Benner
Larry & Aimee Benson
Brian E. Brown
Darrin & Leah Brown
Dorothy Burger
Central City Class of 1960
D. Y. Clark Fund
Margaret Clemans
Ina Cotner
Ryan & Whitney Dettman
Carl & Dawn Dickinson
Dinsdale Brothers Inc.
Tammy Earnest
Timothy & Peggy Engel
Tammy Erickson
Christopher & Kristin Fasbender

General Endowment (Cont’d)
Russell & Debra Flesch
Fun Pianos!
Mark & Jane Gloor
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Shane & Nicole Greving
Hans Service LLC
Heartland United Way
Ray & Denise Hebda
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan DDS, P.C.
Curtis & Christine Huber
Brian & Kendra Jefferson
Jim & Pat Johnson
Rick & Kate Johnson Foundation 
Donor Advised Fund

Joyce Kuhn
Jack & Marlene Lee
Lock Farm
Lloyd Lock
Lone Tree Quilters
Merrick County Entertainment Fund
Rex & Gayle Minert
Northeast Nebraska Telephone 
Company

Kathy Oppliger
Lori Parachini
Mark & Katherine Perry
Pinnacle Bank
Prairie Creek Vineyard & Winery
Zola Rieken
Jackie Sampson
Mark & Shanien Schmierer
Darrel & Louise Sebree
Greg & Karen Senkbile
Shawn’s Auto Repair, LLC
Randy & Heather Shotkoski
Mikaela Stuart
Rick Tank
Brian & Niki Tibbetts
David & Cheryl Tickner
Steve & Kristi Twiss
United Way of Lincoln & Lancaster 
County

Joel Utley
Tom & Nancy Wagner
Carole Webster
Neil & Kate Wegner
Darrell Widman
Herbert W. & Patricia Wurtz
Matthew & Dallas Zimbelman
Griffith Family Endowed 
Discretionary

Charles & Kathleen Griffith
Griffith Family Scholarship
Frank & Mary Bell
David E. & Jere L. Gravatt
Charles & Kathleen Griffith
Guy & Pauline Lamberson 
Memorial Scholarship

Rodney Lamberson
Roland Lamberson
Thomas & Marjorie Lamberson
William Lamberson
Healthy Minds, Healthy Community
Preferred Popcorn, LLC

Heartland Veterans Memorial 
Tribute

Gary & Deanne Berry
Ron & Tricia Herman Family Fund
Tom & Karen Stephenson
Hohnroth Family Scholarship
Allen L. Hohnroth & Renee E. Berlin
Nancy Hohnroth
Russell & Carolyn Kucera
Darrel & Martha Rodgers
Hunter Philip Hawthorne Memorial 
Scholarship

Thomas & Janaan Hawthorne
Ivan & Naoma Martson Memorial
Charles & Kathleen Griffith
Kevin & Joan Waring Acorn
Kevin & Joan Waring 
Kirk & Crissy Bader Acorn
Kirk & Crissy Bader
LaNelle Wegner Expendable Scholarship
Dallas & Carolyn Wegner
Larry Dearking, DVM Memorial 
Scholarship

Ilene Dearking
LeRoy Hongsermeier FFA Memorial 
Scholarship

Shane & Stacey Stocker
Lindner-Van Pelt Heritage Scholarship
Virgil & Nora Lindner
Lonny & Wanda Duennerman 
Family Scholarship

Lonny & Wanda Duennerman
Merrick Arts Council
Lennis & Patricia Benson
Keith W. Brown
Charles & Kathleen Griffith
Gary & Cherlyn Haussermann
Norman & Sue Krug
Clara Ludden
Jack & Kay Lyons
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Mesner Development Co.
Nebraska Arts Council
Stanley and Nola Oberhelman
Dennis & Sharon Ummel
Merrick Arts Council Endowment
Steve & Suzanne Philippi
Merrick County Child Development 
Center

Darrin & Leah Brown
Kevin & Ann Brown
Curtis & Christine Huber
Darrell Widman
Brenda Zimbelman
Merrick County Child Development 
Center Scholarship

Tom & Nancy Wagner
Merrick County Corn Growers 
Association Scholarship

Merrick County Corn Growers
Merrick County Historical Museum 
Endowment

Lawrence & Kris Coates
Brian Groth
Ned & Eola Hedges
Doug & Traci Marlow
John & Julia Schutz

Merrick County Historical Museum 
Endowment (Cont’d)

Tiffany Wescott
Merrick County Museum Special 
Project

Douglas & Linda Adler
Mary Boden Anderson
Merrick County Museum Special 
Project (Cont’d)

Ron & Mary Anderson
Terry & Tracy Babcock
Judy Balka
James & Kathleen Bartley
Charles & Emily Bausch
Deryel & Paula Beck
The Rev. Robert and Mrs. Diana 
(Parker) Bee

Doris Benner
James & Judith Benner
Betsey Hager Chapter NSDAR
Douglas & Sharon Betts
Kevin Beune
Steve & Dawn Blodgett
Janice Bollinger
Bill & April Bolte
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Evan & Roxanne Brandes Fund
Roger & Sharon Brandes
Julie & Rich Bringelson
D. R. Brittin
Darrin & Leah Brown
Lavonne Buman
Marianne Cady
Jack & Linda Callahan
Larry & Merilee Callahan
Eugene & Donna Cargill
Randy & Lorraine Carlson
Central City Class of 1961
Central City Mall
Dave & Sharon Christensen
Dean Christensen
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Joe & Cyndi Clarke
Marta Clark-Moffett
L. Kent & Jean Coen
Gary & Paula Consbruck
Thomas & Sherry Cook
Cornerstone Bank
Dr. Daniel & Lynn Cronk
John & Sara Crook
Donald & Carol Daberkow
Kathy Davis
Robert Davis
the late Jewell Deichmann
Randy & Debra Dexter
Sami Dietrich
David Dietz
Marsha Dunn
Essink Brothers Drywall, Inc.
Stephen & Randa Felske
David & Ruth Ferris
E. Galynn & Dee Ferris
G. Steven Ferris
Marvin & Vicki Fishler
Russell & Debra Flesch
Kathleen Fowles
Thomas & Ningyu Fraser

Merrick Foundation Impact Report 2022  | 15

Merrick County Museum Special 
Project (Cont’d) 

Virginia Fraser
Nicholas & Rebecca Freelend
Lois Fullington
Frederick & Carol Furley
Kevin & Jodi Gaden
Lyle & Marlene Garwood
Jerel Geren
Russ & Sheree Giesenhagen
Darrel & Sharon Gloe
Michael Gloor & Marie De Martinez
Dr. Michael & Marsha Green
Shirley Greving
Charles & Kathleen Griffith
Grosshans, Inc.
Dr. Natalie Hahn
Roger & Diane Hanke
Don & Shannon Hannappel
Hannappel, Inc.
Grant & Pamela Hansen
Dr. Lori Harkins
Gary & Cherlyn Haussermann
Heartland Radiology
Ethel Heeney
Ron & Tracey Hefner
Marilyn Heins
Brian Henn
Lori Henn
Neal & Beth Hentzen
John & Lois Herbst
Joe Hesselgesser
Dr. Karen Higgins & John Higgins
Duane & Inez Hord
Harold & Rene Hord
Howard County Medical Center
Richard & Kathleen Hranac
Curtis & Christine Huber
David & Kandra Imes
Donald & Myra Imhof
Dorothy Irwin
Island Glass Company, Inc.
Gerald & Janet Janulewicz
Dr. Alan & Jan Johnson
Dr. Richard & Nancy Johnson
David & Donna Jorgensen
Tony & Karol Jorgensen
Bruce & Patrice Keller
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis King
Wayne King
Norman & Sue Krug
Reginald Kuhn
Rick & Kazuko Kunz
Steve & Amy Kyes
Gene & Judy Larson
Jeff Leep & Kari Hooker-Leep
Anthony & Victoria Lehr
Maurice & Sandra Lindgreen
Jerry Lippincott
Cathy Logan
Jack & Kay Lyons
Greg & Ronda Manka
Joan Manning
Ann Marsh
Todd & Julie McCoy
James & Martha McGahan

Merrick County Museum Special 
Project (Cont’d) 

Dr. Shay & Jacey McGowan
Jack & Carmen McMahon
Ed & Shelly McNeff
MDM Foundation
Merrick County Historical Museum 
Endowment Fund

Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Cliff & Kathy Mesner
David Meyer
Dan & Susan Monaghan Expendable 
Donor Advised Fund

Larry & Judy Munn
Robert Murray
Rev. Theodore & Kathleen Nace
Nebraska Fire Sprinkler Corp.
Nebraska Therapeutic Riding Academy
Dan & Deborah Nedrig
Dale & Levita Neilson
Network for Good
Richard & Pamela Ogden
Donald & Sandra Ohlman
Ed & Carrie Owens
Edward & Kay Owens
James & Mary Jane Partington
Eugene & Janice Kay Penrose
Donald & Janet Placke
Robert & T. A. Proffitt
Patricia Purvis
Allen & Carol Quandt
Darla Rathman Treacy
James & Becky Rathman
Laveda Rathman
Steven & Ann Rathman
Thomas Dean & Holly Rathman
Tom Rathman
Don & Barbara Reeves
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Kathy Ripp
David & Carolyn Rish
Kathleen Ritta
Edward and Lida Robinson Charitable 
Trust

Richard & Lois Ronhovde
Carolyn Roper
Chuck & Linda Ryan
Arden & Nancy Saalfeld
Frederick & Dona Sauerburger
Terry & Patricia Schwieger
Dennis & Rebecca Sealey
Darrel & Louise Sebree
Neil & Margenne Selko
Ralph Owen Severance
Terry & Melanie Sheen
Fletcher & Sally Shields
Arnold L. Shively
Matt and Kathy Shonsey Charitable 
Fund

Matthew & Kathleen Shonsey
Oren & Donna Skiles
Karla Smith
Timothy & Shirley Spaargaren
Dr. Steven & Beckie Stec
Fadi & Susan Tanbouza
Rick Tank

Merrick County Museum Special 
Project (Cont’d) 

T-C Ceilings Inc.
Alice Torpin
Robert Truesdell
Allan & Pat Urkoski
Carmen and the late Dwaine Van Pelt
Jean Waggoner
Tom & Nancy Wagner
Gerome Walton
Deanna Way
Carole Webster
Debra Webster
John & Mary Ann Webster
David & Lois Wegner
Gary & Linda Wegner
Rex & Gloria Weller
James & Marysue Wendt
Albert & Dawn Werner
Darrell Widman
Alberta Wiese
Jack Wilson
Jolene Wojcik
Dena Woodman
Merrick Foundation Scholarship
George & Dottie Manuel
Mike & Tricia Schuller Acorn
Mike & Tricia Schuller
Miscellaneous Donor Designated
John & Judy Ahlschwede
Joe & Cyndi Clarke
Dr. Jerome & Doris Gacke
Joe Hesselgesser
Darlene Miller
Edgar & Frances Reynolds Foundation, 
Inc.

Carmen Schwab Consulting
Nebraska Therapeutic Riding 
Academy

Nebraska Therapeutic Riding Academy
Palmer Community
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Randy & Heather Shotkoski
Neil & Kate Wegner
Palmer Public Schools Endowment
Dubs Pub
Family Chiropractic Center
KSB School Law, PC, LLO
McIlnay & Company
Olsson
Palmer American Legion Post 120
Palmer Service Center
Performance Plus Liquids, Inc.
Pinnacle Bank
Terry Ramold Memorial Benefit
Scott & Gabrielle Saltzgaber
Teresa’s Floral & Gift
Eugene & Rhonda Ulmer
Thomas & Catherine Verplank
Vlcek Gardens, Inc.
David & Lois Wegner
Todd & Eudora Weller
Palmer Schools, Jack Dinsdale
John A. & Gretchen Dinsdale 
Charitable Foundation

Performing Arts Center Endowed
Stanley & Gail Ferris
Phoebe A. McCullough-Barbara A. 
McGuire Memorial Education

T. Jeff & Jacque McCullough
Ronald McGuire
Randy & Monica Simonson Acorn
Randy & Monica Simonson
Raymond, Leonard & Lois Steger 
Memorial Scholarship

Estate of Lois Steger
Scott/Ruge & Friends Memorial
Charlie Kelly
Neil & Margenne Selko
Sean & Lisa Wagner Acorn
Sean & Lisa Wagner
Shane & Nicole Greving Acorn
Shane & Nicole Greving
Silver Creek Cares
Silver Creek Insurance Agency
Storm Youth Sports
Zola Rieken
Summer Paulsen Simon, Class of 
2001, Memorial Scholarship

Steven & Darla Belitz
Tom McMahon Memorial
Jason McMahon 
Tri-Community Foundation
Norm Kaiser
Northeast Nebraska Telephone 
Company

Ross Realty, Inc.
Sapp Bros, Inc.
Daniel Seim
Virgil & Nora Lindner Scholarship
Virgil & Nora Lindner
Wayne & Mildred Hilder 
Scholarship

Wayne Hilder
Willa Freelend, Women in Business 
Scholarship

Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend
Jim Freelend
Nicholas & Rebecca Freelend
Steve & Connie Witte
William L. & Velma R. McLean 
Scholarship

Tim & Ann Christensen
Marvin & Vicki Fishler
Larry Graves
David & Donna Jorgensen
Tracy Kerrigan
Dr. George L. McLean
Willis C. Lenz Memorial Scholarship
Estate of Willis C. Lenz
Wright Morris Home Restoration
John & Ruth Carrington
Brittany Svoboda
You Are Worth It Scholarship
Russell & Debra Flesch
Foundation for Educational Services
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham
Ann Heinen
Dan Kunzman
Zeb & Shauna Graham Acorn
Zebadiah & Shauna Graham



Nonprofit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

Central City, NE
Permit No. 6

Merrick Foundation, Inc.
1532 17th Ave., Suite B
Central City, NE 68826
(308) 946-3707

ECRWSS or Current Resident

Address Service Requested

Connecting people who care with causes that matter.

“Alone we can do so little; 
together we can do so much.”  

www.merrick-foundation.org

merrickfoundation@gmail.com

facebook.com/MerrickFoundation

@MerrFoundation

~Helen Keller


