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Merrick Foundation is proud to serve nonprofits and 
individuals across our county. Each of the six recognized 
towns in Merrick County and the rural areas in between have 
distinct characteristics that make their residents proud. 
Together, these towns form the uniquely shaped county 
many of us are honored to call home. And together, these 
towns make Merrick County a more vibrant and attractive 
place. Merrick Foundation is privileged to serve every area 
in Merrick County as a connection point for sharing and 
giving into perpetuity, ensuring a strong quality of life for 
generations to come.  
In 2022, we were pleased to issue $211,830 in discretionary 

grants to 29 nonprofits across Merrick County. Discretionary 
grants go to groups that complete our grant application. The 
Merrick Foundation Board of Directors diligently review each 
application before allocating funds. The funds come from 
generous donors that give the Merrick Foundation Board of 
Directors the power to determine who is the best recipient 
under varying guidelines.  
In addition, over $800,000 was distributed in designated 

dollars during our 2022 fiscal year. Designated distributions 
come from funds where the donor establishes the exact 

entity and purpose of the fund. Merrick Foundation is 
privileged to carry out a donor’s specific wishes to support 
nonprofits in Merrick County and beyond.  
Finally, our other focus over the year is scholarship 

awards. As we recently wrapped up our 2023 application 
and review process, we are pleased to announce this year 
166 high school and college students will receive $138,900 in 
scholarships. Merrick Foundation is delighted to support the 
area youth, with hopes these students will accomplish great 
things while also holding tight to their Merrick County roots. 
Merrick Foundation eagerly looks forward to the remainder 

of 2023. The collaboration of many continues to make all of 
the good work Merrick Foundation can do possible. Archer, 
Central City, Chapman, Clarks, Palmer, and Silver Creek – we 
see you all and appreciate what you’re doing to make your 
towns, and in turn our county, truly wonderful.  
If you are interested in learning how you can give back 

to support your community, or the county as a whole, I 
encourage you to reach out to Courtney. Contributing to or 
establishing an endowed fund today will ensure support to 
areas you’re passionate about forever!  
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Merrick Foundation Grantees
• Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central Nebraska
• Bison After School Program
• Central City Ambulance
• Central City Boy Scouts Troop 102
• Central City Cub Scouts Pack 102
• Central City Legion Baseball
• Central City Middle School
• Central City Public Library
• Chapman Township Cemetery
• City of Central City
• Clarks Public Library
• Clarks Villa Apartments
• Fellowship of Christian Athletes
• Heartland United Way
• Homesteaders & Prairie Creek 4-H Clubs

• Merrick County Child Development Center
• Merrick Medical Center Foundation
• Merrymakers Association
• Midland Area Agency on Aging
• Nebraska Christian Schools
• Opportune Acres
• Palmer FFA Chapter
• Palmer Public School
• Palmer Senior Center
• Riverside Park Association
• Rose Hill Cemetery
• St. Pauls Lutheran Church
• Twin River Public Schools
• Twin River Youth Football

Is Your Organization Next?

Total Organizations: 29
Total Funded: $211,830 

Grant deadlines for nonprofits or community groups 
are the first of January, April, July, and October each 
year. Visit www.merrick-foundation.org today to apply!



4 // Merrick Foundation Annual Report 2023

Late last year, Stan and Gail Ferris 
established two scholarship funds to 
be awarded for the first time in the 
spring of 2023. The Gail Gregg Ferris 
Registered Nurse Scholarship Fund 
honors Gail and her love of being a 
registered nurse. The Stanley Ferris 
Agriculture Scholarship honors Stan 
and his lifelong passion for agriculture. 

Stan grew up on the family farm 13 
miles northwest of Central City with 
his parents and three siblings. As Stan 
recalls, farming began at a young 
age, starting with his tricycle and 
handmade implements. Gail (Gregg) 
grew up on a farm 11 miles southeast 
of Central City with her parents and 
two sisters. By the time she was age 
five, she had plans to become a nurse. 
Although they only lived miles apart, 
it was not until eighth grade when 
they met. They became high school 
sweethearts, and graduated from 
Central City High School in 1966.  

In November of 1967, Stan and 
Gail were united in marriage. Stan 
was double majoring in Agriculture 
Economics and Agronomy at UNL. He 

received his dual degree in 1970. Gail 
was attending Bryan School of Nursing 
in Lincoln where she graduated in 1969. 
She then went on to work at Bryan 
Hospital in Lincoln for about a year. 
In June 1970, they returned to Stan’s 
home place to raise row crops, cattle, 
and hogs. Gail worked part time at 
Litzenberg Memorial County Hospital 
as a registered nurse, substituted as 
the school nurse for Central City, and 
volunteered for the American Red 
Cross as a canteen nurse. She also 
obtained a BS in Psychology from 
Kearney State College in 1979. As time 
passed, four children joined their 
family, Angie, Jen, Megan, and Gregg. 
Today, Stan and Gail are the proud 
grandparents of seven grandchildren. 

Over their years together, Stan and 
Gail have established a philosophy 
for living their life as follows – live a 
Christian life, play together as a family, 
have a plan, work hard, be organized, 
be involved in your community, and 
take time to smell the roses along the 
way. From their accomplishments 
and acts of generosity, it appears this 

philosophy has served them well.  
When asked about the impact 

giving has on Merrick County, Stan 
and Gail stated, “Merrick County 
would not be what it is today, if it had 
not been for individuals giving back.” 
They have both served on numerous 
boards over the years, including Stan 
on the Central City School Board and 
Gail on the Merrick County Board of 
Supervisors. In doing so, they have 
volunteered their time generously to 
make Merrick County, their family’s 
home for generations, a better place. 

Merrick Foundation is honored 
to work with Stan and Gail Ferris to 
carry out their legacy and passions 
for nursing and agriculture. Their 
kind and servant hearts have already 
helped so many people. Now, with 
their two endowed scholarship funds, 
their giving to the youth of Merrick 
County will endure the test of time. 

For more information on how 
you can start a fund with Merrick 
Foundation that aligns with your 
passions, please call us at (308) 946-
3707.  

Merrick County 
would not be what 

it is today, if it had not 
been for individuals 
giving back.

 -Stan & Gail Ferris 

 Stanley & Gail Ferris: Passion Fueled Giving
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New Funds Created in 2022

Statement of Financial Position
as of October 31, 2022

Acorn Fiscal Sponsorship

Scholarship

Designated

Donor Advised

• Dorothy Adkinson Memorial Acorn
• Fishler Nursing Scholarship Acorn

• Central City Volunteer Fire Department
• Christmas of Sharing
• Palmer Commercial Club - 
   Digital Marquee Sign
• Todd Williams Art

• Brynlee Zimbelman Memorial Scholarship
• Gail Gregg Ferris Registered 
   Nurse Scholarship
• Stanley Ferris Agriculture Scholarship 
• Tim Christensen Memorial Scholarship

• Heartland Veterans Memorial
  Endowed Maintenance

• Joe Costello’s T.R.I.S.H. Memorial
• Nicholas & Kristen Ryan Charitable
• Nicholas & Kristen Ryan 
  Endowed Charitable

Assets
Cash and investments $15,563,509 
Prepaid expenses  3,067 
Property and equipment  349,043 
Real estate investment  524,503 
Receivables 5,615 
Total Assets $16,445,737 

Liabilities and Net Assets
Funds held for others $2,786,068 
Grants and scholarships payable  194,670 
Payables  31,069 
Unearned rent  2,000 
Net assets  13,431,930 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $16,445,737 

This consolidated statement of financial position was taken from our audited financial statement,
which is prepared by AMGL CPAs & Advisors.  Copies of our annual audit are available in our office.

Copies of our IRS Form 990 are available in our office or on our website at www.merrick-foundation.org.
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Over the years, Merrick Foundation 
has established over 200 funds thanks 
to several generous donors. This year, 
we would like to honor two of our 
largest funds by providing a history of 
those who established them. As time 
passes, the impact these individuals 
will make only increases. Merrick 
County is a better place thanks to their 
thoughtfulness. As you read about 
them, you will notice a common 
theme. Their love and passion for 
their home and helping others shines 
through.  

Alfred W. & Elizabeth L. Bader
Born in 1903 in Chapman, Alfred 

started working at a very young age, 
farming for himself and raising hogs, 
cows, and sheep. Elizabeth was born 
in Germany in 1904. She moved with 
her family to Chapman when she 
was six years old. Alfred and Elizabeth 
were married in Chapman on March 
10, 1925. They lived on two different 
farms near Worms before moving to 
their farm southwest of Chapman. 
They lived on that farm from 1933 until 
they retired in 1969. 

The Baders were very involved, 
participating in several organizations 
and boards throughout Merrick 
County and Nebraska. Through their 
financial success, they were able to 
give incredible financial assistance 
to multiple organizations, causes, 
and individuals. Several awards were 
given to Alfred and Elizabeth due 
to their service, such as Aksarben’s 
Good Neighbor Award in 1979 and 
Central City Sertoma Club’s Service 
to Mankind Award in 1980, to name a 

couple. Alfred enjoyed 
hunting and fishing 
and was passionate 
about protecting 
wildlife and upgrading 
recreational facilities. 
In 1976, the Baders 
donated land south of 
Chapman for Bader 
Memorial Park.

Elizabeth passed 
away in 1983 and Alfred 
in 1992. The Alfred W. 
& Elizabeth L. Bader 
Memorial Fund was 
established at Merrick 
Foundation in 1992. 
Their gift of land and 
cash is now valued at 
over $3.6 million, which 
includes $900,000 
partitioned from their 
original gift to establish 
an endowment fund 
for Bader Memorial 
Park. Distributions from their fund 
since 2000 surpass $2.4 million. These 
dollars have been disbursed to over 70 
organizations, benefiting each town 
in Merrick County. The Baders were 
very generous in their guidelines, 
providing several recommended 
charitable uses in Merrick County and 
beyond. 

Their extreme generosity was 
apparent through their charitable 
giving. Alfred and Elizabeth’s 
philosophy in life was to make things 
better for everyone and to leave 
things better than when they received 
them. Alfred once said, “I want to give 
something back to the area that’s 

helped me. I feel that other people 
were so marvelous to me, that I’d like 
to pass it on to someone else.” 1 Merrick 
Foundation is honored to carry on the 
legacy of Alfred & Elizabeth Bader. 
They have, and continue, to make an 
impact beyond words.

Ed Santin
Edward (Ed) Santin was born in 

1902. He grew up and attended school 
in Nance County. After he received his 
education, he farmed until he retired 
in 1967. In 1980, he moved to Palmer. 
Ed was a member of the Fullerton 
Eagles Club and was active in the 
Palmer Senior Citizens organization. 

Their Legacy Lives On

Alfred W. and Elizabeth L. Bader

Alfred W. and Elizabeth L. Bader  •  Ed Santin
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He also served on the board of directors 
of State Bank of Palmer, now known 
as Pinnacle Bank. In his free time, Ed 
enjoyed playing cards and traveling.

Ed was very charitable, contributing 
a large amount to Central City Public 
Library’s building project and also 
giving locally to the Palmer Little 
League program and the Palmer 
Swimming Pool. In 1992, he received 
recognition from the town of Palmer in 
appreciation for his generosity.

During his lifetime, Ed established 
multiple funds at Merrick Foundation 
to honor his family. To honor his parents, 
the James & Antonia Santin Memorial 
was set up in 1978 with an original gift 

of $10,000. In 1985, 
Ed established the 
James R. Santin 
Fund to honor his 
brother with a gift 
of $10,000. He also 
created funds for two 
sisters. In 1988, the 
Anna E. Fuss Fund 
was established with 
$20,000 followed by 
the Alice Santin Fund 
with $25,000 in 1991.

His legacy of 
generous giving 
will live on with 
his enormous 
donation to Merrick 
Foundation at the 
time of his death 
in 1997. Ed left just 
under $1.6 million to 
Merrick Foundation 
when he passed 
away, establishing 

the Ed Santin Fund. That fund has a 
balance today of over $2 million. Since 
2000, his fund has distributed over $1.8 
million in grants. Ed has made such a 
huge impact on Merrick County, and 
we will forever appreciate his generosity. 

Are You Next?
In 2021, Nebraska Community 

Foundation updated their Transfer of 
Wealth Study and found the following 
specific to Merrick County. Over the 
next 10 years, $514 million will transfer 
from one generation to the next.2 
While a portion of this next generation 
may reside in Merrick County, others do 

not. For those in the next generation 
not living in Merrick County, that likely 
means this money is leaving Merrick 
County forever. 

What if instead of all of this money 
leaving Merrick County, five percent 
was left to an endowment fund 
benefiting Merrick County? What if 
every household in Merrick County 
made a pledge to leave five percent 
to their community? Can you imagine 
the impact? Can you imagine the 

possibilities? Over ten years, leaving 
just five percent equals 
$26 million. An endowment of 

this size would support annual grants 
of over $1 million to help Merrick 
County thrive for generations to come! 
Wouldn’t this be wonderful for our 
children, grandchildren, and all future 
generations living in the place we call 
home? 

What’s the next step? 
Contact Merrick Foundation at 
merrickfoundation@gmail.com or 
308-946-3707 on how you can make 
an impact for generations to come. 
For more information on Nebraska 
Community Foundation’s Transfer of 
Wealth Study, visit www.fivetothrivene.
org. Alone we can only do so much, 
but together, we are stronger and the 
possibilities are endless.  

1. Reutter, Harold. “Merrick County 
Farmer Leaves Legacy of Service.” Grand 
Island Independent, 7 Dec. 1992, pp.5-A.

2. “Transfer of Wealth.” Nebraska 
Community Foundation, www.
fivetothrivene.org.

What if every household in Merrick County made a 
pledge to leave five percent to their community? Can 
you imagine the impact?

Ed Santin
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Aden Eckstrom
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Betsy Eckstrom
Clinton M. Wegner 

Emily Eilers
Dinsdale Sophomore 

Emma Eilers
Dinsdale Sophomore

Jade Erickson
James & Marilyn Heins 

Anyssa Erives-Aguilar
Clinton M. Wegner 

Morgan Earl
Clinton M. Wegner 

Yessica Barrios Alfaro
Brynlee Zimbelman 

Memorial; Glen D. & Doris E. 
Neel Memorial 

Koby Brandenburg
You Are Worth It 

Ethan Burdett
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Connor Church
Charles & Doris Benner;  
Tom & Nancy Wagner 

Cole Brandes
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 

Emgarten Memorial; LeRoy 
Hongsermeier FFA Memorial 

Tug Burdett
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Paige Crawford
Gary Monter Memorial 

Grant Brooks
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Bo Bushhousen
Elwin & Lucile Ferris 

Chandra Davis
Maynard & Lois Fullington;  
Raymond, Leonard & Lois 

Steger Memorial 

Clark Brown
Stanley Ferris Agriculture;  
Merrick County Corn 
Growers Association

Connor Carlson
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Adam Dittmer
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Gwyneth Brown
Clinton M. Wegner;

Gary Monter Memorial 

Ethan Carlson
Larry Dearking,
DVM Memorial 

Kyle Dittmer
Darrell & Twila Widman 
Endowed Medical 

Olivia Brummet
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Tyler Carroll
Willis C. Lenz Memorial 

Joslynn Donahey
Clinton M. Wegner  

Ella Buhlke
Raymond W. 

Starostka Memorial 

Kade  Caspersen
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Shayne Bennett
 Clinton M. Wegner 

Shayla Bennett
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial

Molly Blanchard
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Faith Blauhorn
Clinton M. Wegner 

Grant Blodgett
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

 

Emily Blomstedt
Hohnroth Family 

Megan Blomstedt
Austin & Cleo Vanderford  

 Emily Ackerson
William L. & 

Velma R. McLean 

Tavita Afata Litombo
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Cabot Archer
Austin & Cleo 
Vanderford 

Amorese Avila
Charles & Ann Kuhlman 
Memorial; Raymond, 
Leonard & Lois 
Steger Memorial 

Concey Bader
Clinton M. Wegner; 
Guy & Pauline 

Lamberson Memorial 

Brooke Bannister
Myrtle & Jim Clarke  

Ian Anderson
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

2023 Scholarship Awards
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Zoey Evans
Gary Monter Memorial 

Julieanne Gallion
Eugene Fishburn 

Kortney Hamer
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Seth Hower
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Brianna Konwinski
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Kamryn Lemburg
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Lana Hebda
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial; 
Calvin Lepp Memorial 

Shana Jackson
Ervin & Bonnie Blauhorn 

Elizabeth Krance
Jack & Dorothy Burger 

Eric Lenz
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Joshlynn Heibel
Les Johnson Memorial; 
Merrick Foundation
Industrious Student 

Olivia Janssen
William & Emma Steffen 

Cole Kunz
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Mario Lesiak
Merrick County Pork 

Producers; Tom & Teri Beck 

Nathaniel Heins
Albert E. & Dorothy E. Emgarten 
Memorial; Tim Christensen 
Memorial; Matthew Fishburn; 

Joe Hesselgesser

Kale Jensen
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Dyson Kunz
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Hailey Lindburg
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Isaac Herman
Central City Scale-Ron & 

Jeanette Hawthorne; Merrick 
Foundation Founders 

David Johnson
Virgil & Nora Lindner 

Clara Kunze
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Logan Lovejoy
Ralph Stanley & Ella 
Halstead Severance 

Memorial 

Gracie Hillmer
Vernie L. Lock 

Lincoln Kelley
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Gabriel Langemeier
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Karlee McClellan
Clinton M. Wegner 

Cayden Homolka
Raymond, Leonard & Lois 

Steger Memorial 

Claire Kelly
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Grace Langemeier
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Seth Glass
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Madison Glause
Clinton M. Wegner 

Ashton Gragg
Austin & Cleo Vanderford; 

Hunter Philip 
Hawthorne Memorial 

Jonah Gress
Austin & Cleo Vanderford  

Molly Griess
William & Emma Steffen 

Brielle Hamer
Austin & Cleo Vanderford;  

Willa Freelend, 
Women in Business 

Madison Felt
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Jessica Ferguson
William & Emma Steffen 

Reghan Flynn
Vernie L. Lock 

Makenzie Fousek
Berney-Manuel 

Sophie Frenzen
Emil & Dorothy Czarnick; 
Gregory Rinkol Memorial;  
Silver Creek Alumni 

Brandon Fye
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Alexis Ferris
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

2023 Scholarship Awards
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2023 Scholarship Awards

Marissa Morris
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Allison Nielsen
Clinton M. Wegner 

Ethan Paup
Ervin & Bonnie Blauhorn 

Lauree Pickinpaugh
Edward Mitchell 

Gunner Reimers
Clinton M. Wegner 

Abigail Niemeier
Ray & Mildred 
Miller Memorial 

Nevaeh Paup
Willis C. Lenz Memorial 

Aidan Pipher
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Ruger Reimers
Clinton M. Wegner 

Garrett Nokelby
William & Emma Steffen 

Drew Perdew
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Claire Pipher
Bonnie Kohl Memorial; 
Gail Gregg Ferris 
Registered Nurse 

Ryah Richardson
William & Emma Steffen 

Jacob Nokelby
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Elijah Peters
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Kaylee Powell
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial;
 Gary Bader Memorial 

Jonathan 
Ruvalcaba-Guzman
Gary Monter Memorial; 

Henry “Bud” Santin Memorial 

Emily Parlane
Berney-Manuel 

Nehemiah Peters
William & Emma Steffen 

Clay Purkerson
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Emily Samuelson
Dinsdale Sophomore 

Talia Parlane
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Derek Pfeifer
William & Emma Steffen 

Aubree Quast
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Peter Paul
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Dylan Pfeifer
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial 

Rachel Rathjen
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Gabrielle Moser
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial 

Mackynzi Muller
Clinton M. Wegner 

Brianna Mundorf
Donald R. & Jackie Sampson; 

Joe Hesselgesser 

Marlie Mundt
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Chelsey Myers
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Jonathan Needham
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

My Nguyen
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Graci McGinnis
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Elaina McHargue
Ernest & Peggy Nabity; Raymond, 

Leonard & Lois Steger; Joel 
Holbrook; Matthew Fishburn; 

Phoebe A. McCullough-Barbara A. 
McGuire Memorial

Aden Mercer
Karen & Danielle 

Bannister Memorial; 
Lindner-Van Pelt Heritage 

Ethan Merchant
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Truitt Merchant
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Kadren Miller
Warren & Virginia 
Marsh Memorial 

Shelby McHargue
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Charles McGinnis
Austin & Cleo Vanderford
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Makenna Schenk
Derek Aspedon; 

Edna I. Widman Memorial 

Tanner Schneiderheinz
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Hannah Siwinski
Clinton M. Wegner 

Shelby Swanson
Griffith Family; 

Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Korbe Urkoski
Silver Creek Alumni 

Mason Weller
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Kenzie Wruble
Ethel Sweet Memorial; 

Robert & Lillian 
Krug Memorial 

Sophie Swanson
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Lane Urkoski
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Austin Wells
Raymond, Leonard & 
Lois Steger Memorial 

Malachi Zaruba
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Christian Thede
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Lydia Vlcek
Alice Klingenberg Memorial; 

Edward Mitchell 

Fallon Wells
Hohnroth Family 

Rose Zelinski
Michael V. Bittinger Memorial 

Haley Throener
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Long Vo
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Seth Wert
J. Oren Hoback Memorial; 
Richard Mattson Memorial 

Bree Tumlinson
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Taryn Wagner
Elton & Nancy Erickson; 
Wayne & Mildred Hilder 

Maryah Wheeler
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

William Twogood
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Brayden Weller
Dinsdale Sophomore 

Chet Wichmann
Albert E. & Dorothy E. 
Emgarten Memorial 

Hannah Urban
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Jacob Weller
Clinton M. Wegner 

Michael Wolfe
Carole A. Joseph Memorial 

Amy Springer
Benjamin Thomas 
Lindner Memorial 

Hayley Stahn
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Ava Steinke
Summer Paulsen Simon, 
Class of 2001, Memorial 

Evan Strain
Larry Meyer Memorial 

Jackson Strain
Donald Nouzovsky Memorial 

Jacob Stromberg Worm
Barry & Alta Marsh 

Cooper Schnell
Myrtle & Jim Clarke 

Jordan Schnell
Donald Nouzovsky 

Memorial 

Rebecca Schrock
Clinton M. Wegner 

Robert Schwartz
Clinton M. Wegner 

Tennasynn Sebek
William & Emma Steffen 

Terrigen Sebek
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Riley Schreiber
Austin & Cleo Vanderford 

Congratulations to the 166 
students who received 

$138,900 
in scholarships

2023 Scholarship Awards
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Book of Memory Donors by Fund

Donations received in memory of  a loved one are recorded in the Book of  
Memory, which is always on display at our office. Donations can be made 
in memory of  a loved one to a specific fund or our General Endowment. 
Any donations made to our General Endowment are used to fund various 
community projects throughout Merrick County. The time frame captured 
below is from January 1, 2022 - December 31, 2022.

Dorothy Adkinson  1930 - 2022
Lloyd Albin 1932 - 2022
Chas Anderson 1868 - 1925
Donald Anderson 1937  - 2022
Vivian Anderson 1933  - 2022
Gary Bader  1942  - 2020
Jerry Beck 1952  - 2022
Evelyn Betts  1927  - 2022
Vinson Bittinger  1921  - 2022
Orville Blauhorn  1930  - 2022
Patricia Bolte  1951   - 2022
Darlene Boroff  1937 - 2017
Jim Boulton 1936 - 2022
Terry Brokaw  1964 - 2022
Kevin Brooks  1967  - 2022
Karen Carlson  1951  - 2021
Tim Christensen  1960  - 2022
Margaret Clemans  1947  - 2022
Jane Clements  1939 - 2020
Jim Clements  1930 - 2022
Darrell Conner  1937 - 2022
Janet Cordsen  1937 - 2022
Joe Costello  1979  - 2022
Scott Cotner  1971 -  2005
Tom Cunningham  1942 - 2022
Robert Davis  1932 - 2022
Larry Dearking  1946 - 2019
Gordon Deichmann  1928 - 2021
Jewell Deichmann  1930 - 2021
Roy Dinsdale  1926 - 2021
Karen Dunham  1941 - 2022
Sharon Eberspacher  1942 - 2022
Rogene Ecker  1937 - 2006
Edwin Eilts  1925  - 2022
Fritz Engel  1932 - 2004
Janet Engel  1933 - 2009
Pat Engel  1967 - 1984
Doris Erickson 1929 - 2022
Otto Fauen  1920 - 2006
Donna Ferris  1915 - 2003
Rexford Ferris  1913 - 1998
Donald Frauen  1934 - 2022
Georgena Frauen  1928 - 2015
Patricia Frauen  1935 - 2017
Alice Fredrickson  1917 - 2007
Bob Freelend  1929 - 2020

Willa Freelend  1934 - 2019
Rusty Fuehrer  1925 - 1993
Marguerite 
   “Punkie” Galusha 1933 - 2022
Wallace Garretson  1923 - 2005
Pat Geren 1937 - 2011
Judy Greenlee  1943 - 2022
Dee Grosshans  1933 - 2013
Paul Grosshans  1933 - 2009
Norma Haith  1922 - 1997
Calvin Hartwell  1810 - 1878
Elizabeth Hartwell  1819 - 1916
Hunter Hawthorne  1999 - 2020
Jeanette Hawthorne  1937 - 2020
Ron Hawthorne  1935 - 2020
James Heins  1949 - 2002
Mildred Hilder  1925 - 2008
Nadine Hilderbrand  1930 - 2022
Alice Hoback  1921 - 1967
Roger Hohnroth  1938 - 2001
Presley Holthaus  2017 - 2017
Glenn Hopwood  1933 - 2022
T. B. Hord  1850 - 1910
Gloria “Jean” Hutton  1943 - 2022
Jacob Johnston  2006 - 2022
Geraldine Kaiser  1930 - 2022
Elton King  1956 - 2022
Glenna Kingsley  1924 - 2022
Kathy Knight  1952 - 2022
Diana Krumme  1955 - 2022
Thomas Kuhn  1941 - 2004
Guy Lamberson  1912 - 1996
Pauline Lamberson  1917 - 2014
Cheryl Langrehr   1947 - 2022
Dick Lippincott    1922 - 2009
Rosalie Lippincott  1927 - 2022
Judy Marco  1945 - 2022
Alta Marsh  1946 - 2022
Roberta Marsh  1938  -  2019
Phoebe McCullough  1921  -  1988
Barbara McGuire  1943 - 1988
William McLean  1912   -  2021
Velma McLean  1909 - 2006
Neil Mesner  1929 - 2022
Edna Morris  1921 - 2022
Brett Morse 1984 - 2022

Lawrence Nordhues  1932 - 2022
Taylar Norton  2005 - 2022
Edward Owens  1930 - 2022
Joe Parachini  1947 - 2010
Shirley Peters  1929 - 2022
Elaine Petersen 1940 - 2022
Marx Petersen  1945 - 2004
Terry Ramold  1959 - 2014
Yolanda Rathman  1939 - 2021
August Retzlaff  1933 - 2011
Rebecca Ritta  1981 - 2022
Gertrude Rodysill  1925 - 2014
Phares Rodysill  1922 - 2005
Duane Rutherford  1934 - 2020
Ruben Ruybalid  1928 - 2022
Lyle Scheinost  1969 - 2022
Herman Schuett  1931 - 2009
Charlie Scott 1910 - 1999
Ella Severance  1882 - 1981
Ralph Severance  1881 - 1953
Edna Shull  1925 - 2022
Tom Shull  1924 - 2019
Helen Solt  1921 - 2021
Eileen Stanczyk  1961 - 2022
Emil Steinke  1928 - 2002
Donna Steinke  1932 - 2012
Wanda Stranberg  1952 - 2022
Nona Ostberg Stufft   1931 - 2020
Fred Swedenburg   1919 - 2005
Idona Swedenburg   1923 - 2020
Elizabeth Sweet   **** - ****
Effie Torpin   1914 -  2010
Stan Torpin   1916 - 2003
Dwaine Van Pelt   1930 - 2021
James Jay Van Pelt   1937 - 2022
L. T. “Buss” Van Winkle  1917 - 1997
Zelda Zee Van Winkle 1921 - 2004
Adine Wardyn  1942 - 2022
Doug Wegner  1951 - 2022
Yvonne Wichmann  1937 - 2022
Gerald “Fritz” Wilson   1935 - 2021
Theresa Ziemba   1931 - 2022
Elno Zikmund   1919 - 2022
Brynlee Zimbelman   2016 - 2018

American Legion Baseball
Central City Legion Baseball
Mike & Deb Reeves
Bader Park Endowment
Darrell Widman
Barbara A. & Floyd M. Gorgen
Steven & Judy Rothenberger
Genevieve Zohner
Barry & Alta Marsh 
Scholarship
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Benjamin Thomas Lindner 
   Memorial Scholarship
Virgil & Nora Lindner
Berney-Manuel Scholarship
George & Dottie Manuel
Bison After School Program
Zeb & Shauna Graham
Heartland United Way
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Bison Athletic Booster Club
AKRS Equipment Solutions, Inc.
Patrick & LaVonn Avila
Bill’s Volume Sales, Inc.
Benjamin & Valerie Blase
Tim & Sandy Bolling
Wendy Botsch
Cortney Brandes
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Roger & Sharon Brandes
Bro Builders
Brian & Amy Buhlke
Central City Mall
Central City Veterinary Clinic
Central Realty, Inc.
Central True Value
Chasity K. Pfeifer Insurance
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Constellation Business Group, LLC
Cornerstone Bank
Cornhusker Acres, Inc.
Brandon & Anna Detlefsen
Tammy Erickson
EyeCare Associates
First State Bank
Fowl Creek Farms, Inc.
Darin & Chevonne Garfield
Stuart & Candi Glass
Jeremy & Amy Greving
Shane & Nicole Greving
Grosshans, Inc.
Jason & Holee Hanke
Don & Shannon Hannappel
JAG Acres, Inc.
Jeff & Amber Jensen
Jeff & Carly Johnson
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan DDS, P.C.
Aaron & Jody Kunz

Kwik Stop
Jim Larson
Luebbe Ag
Joshua & Melanie Leuders
Anthony & Brittany McPhillips
Merrick Medical Center
Scott & Cassie Musil
Dan & Heather Negus
Nelson Brothers Fencing LLC
Christopher & Lindsey Nelson
Jesse & Mandy Olivo
Dustin & Laken Parde
Aaron & Jill Purvis
Rathman-Manning Construction
RHD Publishing LLC
Mark & Shanien Schmierer
Chris & Mary Simonsen
Scott & Laura Simonsen
State Farm Companies 
   Foundation
Trav’s U-Save Pharmacy
Wegner Monument Co.
Kim & Crystal Wingfield
Jeremi & Lara Wurtz
Brett & Leah Zikmund
Bison Volleyball Club
Central City Mall
Central City Scale, Inc.
Central City Veterinary Clinic
Constellation Business Group, LLC
Hanquist Farms
Rich Kinsey
Bob & Willa Freelend 
   Memorial Flower Garden
James & Janet Costello
Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend
Robert W. Freelend
Brynlee Zimbelman 
   Memorial Scholarship
Brenda Zimbelman
Matthew & Dallas Zimbelman
Burke Cemetery
Reginald Kuhn
Randy Lovejoy & Nancy 
   Ramsey
Central City Children’s Theater
Archer Credit Union
Beardmore Chevrolet, Inc.
Central City Mall
Chasity K. Pfeifer Insurance
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Constellation Business Group, LLC
Copycat Printing & Signs
Cornerstone Bank
EyeCare Associates
Grosshans, Inc.
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan DDS, P.C.
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
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Donors are recognized for their 
giving to Merrick Foundation 
from January  1 to December 31, 
2022. We processed 1,121 unique 
donations totalling $935,881.

Merrick Medical Center
Mesner Development Co.
Pinnacle Bank
Prairie Creek Vineyard & Winery
State Theater Foundation, Inc.
Trav’s U-Save Pharmacy
Trinity Financial Group
Central City FFA Alumni
Shirley Greving
Central City Public 
   Library Endowment
Patricia Campbell Estate
Kent & Jeanne Grosshans
Heartland United Way
David & Donna Jorgensen
Central City Public 
   Library Special Project
Heartland United Way
Central City Public Schools
Marvin & Janice Bankson
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Roger & Sharon Brandes
Kari Eppert
Christopher & Lisa Lenz
Randy & Jackie Monk
Mark & Deena Speer
Central City Public Schools -    
   Dome Project
Patrick & LaVonn Avila
Citizens Bank & Trust Co.
Constellation Business Group, LLC
Cornerstone Bank
Darin & Chevonne Garfield
Genesis Contracting Group
Zeb & Shauna Graham
Shane & Nicole Greving
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan DDS, P.C.
Merrick Medical Center
Pinnacle Bank
Prairie Creek Vineyard
    & Winery
Sean & Lisa Wagner
Central City Public Schools -
   Fine Art
Don Cunningham
Kathy Nosal
Pat Stine
Central City Scale - 
   Ron & Jeanette Hawthorne    
   Scholarship
Central City Scale, Inc.
Central City Sportsmen’s Club
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Darrin & Leah Brown
Richard and Pamela Ogden
Don & Barbara Reeves
Charles & Linda Ryan
Jackie Sampson

Paula Spotanski
Darrell Widman
Central City Stampede Softball
Paul & Jean Burbach
Bernadine Krance
Dave Lewis 
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Genie Solt
Central City Trails Endowment
Dr. Jerome & Doris Gacke
Karen Helmberger
Paul & Bernadette Korslund
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Darrell Widman
Central City Volunteer 
   Fire Department
Archer Credit Union
Sylvia Erickson
Shane & Nicole Greving
Randy Lovejoy & Nancy Ramsey
Scott & Cassie Musil
Brenda Rish
Christmas of Sharing
Archer Zion United 
   Methodist Women
Norman & Linda Balliet
Dean & Karen Bankson
Richard & Penny Barnes
Leslie Beck
Doris Benner
Catlett Real Estate & Ins LLC
Chapman United 
   Methodist Women
Christmas of Sharing
Clarks United Methodist Church
Cornerstone Bank
Carl & Dawn Dickinson
Larry Doll
Eastern Star Arbor Chapter No. 200
Fairview United 
   Methodist Women
Stanley & Gail Ferris
Russell & Debra Flesch
Mardella Garretson
Heartland United Way
Robert & Evelyn Herbig
Joe Hesselgesser
Curtis & Christine Huber
Kristen R. Hermansen-Ryan DDS, P.C.
Francine McHargue
Patricia McMahon
Palmer Womens Club
Don & Barbara Reeves
Vernon & Deloris Sawyers
Ronald & Geanene Schafer
St. Michael’s Altar Society
Randy & Kathy Wegner
Rex & Gloria Weller

Brent & Miriam Wells
Patricia Young
Clarks Cares
Northeast Nebraska 
   Telephone Company
Clarks Friends of the Library
Deryel & Paula Beck
Vinson Bittinger Estate
Carlson Construction
Randy & Kathryn Fuehrer
Heartland United Way
James & Judith Helgoth
John & Barbara Kohl
Reginald Kuhn
Manstedt K-Lawn LLC
Merrick County
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Rodney & Loretta Pollard
Steven M. Rafferty
Steven & Judy Rieken
State of Nebraska
Tri Community Foundation Fund
Randall & Susan Ward
Clarks Schools
Brian & Megan Buller
Kathleen Christensen
Gerald & Mary Lynn Clark
James & LaVonne Clarke
Brendan & Natalie Dittmer
D. Anthony & Kristy Douglas
Michael & Cindy Douglas
Carolyn Ekstrand
Timothy & Peggy Engel
Dennis & Julie Jarecke
Alex & Susan Kufeldt
Mary Kuhn
Timothy & Raedene Lamb
Cindy Medinger
Chapin Peterson
E. Lee & Joni Sauter
Leona Scherer
Jill Stromberg
Karen Tholen
Robert Truesdell
Clarks Veterans Memorial
Albert & Barbara Micek
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff Acorn
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Darrell & Twila Widman   
  Endowed Chapman
  Township Cemetery
Richard and Pamela Ogden
Darrell Widman
Darrell & Twila Widman 
   Endowed Community 
   Donor Advised
Darrell Widman

Darrell & Twila Widman
   Endowed Medical 
   Scholarship
Darrell Widman
Darrell Widman 
   Endowed Museum
Darrell Widman
Darrell Widman 
   Expendable Donor Advised
Darrell Widman
Darrin & Leah Brown Acorn
Darrin & Leah Brown
David & Katrina Lee Acorn
Central City Veterinary Clinic
Dinsdale Sophomore 
   Scholarship
Robert Courter
Dorothy Adkinson 
   Memorial Acorn
Contryman Associates, P.C.
Levern & Joann Hauptmann
Dwaine & Carmen 
   Van Pelt Scholarship
Preferred Popcorn, LLC
Carmen Van Pelt
Ed & Laurie Dexter 
Ed & Laurie Dexter
Ed & Laurie Dexter Scholarship
Ed & Laurie Dexter
Emil & Donna Steinke Family 
   Endowed Discretionary
Robert & Christine Steinke
Fishler Nursing 
   Scholarship Acorn
Marvin & Vicki Fishler
Gail Gregg Ferris Registered
   Nurse Scholarship
Stanley & Gail Ferris
Gary Bader 
   Memorial Scholarship
Connie Bader
General Endowment
AmazonSmile Foundation
Matthew & Janelle Armstrong
Lyle Eugene Bader Estate
Kirk & Crissy Bader

Donald & Karen Benner
Darrin & Leah Brown
Central City Class of 1960
D. Y. Clark Fund
the late Margaret Clemans
Ina Cotner
Carl & Dawn Dickinson
Tammy Earnest
Timothy & Peggy Engel
Tammy Erickson
Christopher & Kirstin Fasbender
Lyle & Marlene Garwood
Shane & Nicole Greving
Heartland United Way
Brian & Kendra Jefferson
Joyce Kuhn
Lone Tree Quilters
Darlene Miller
Rex & Gayle Minert
Lori Parachini
Kyle Pellan
Pinnacle Bank
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Mark & Shanien Schmierer
Darrel & Louise Sebree
Daniel & Sharon Strecker
Szatko Acorn Fund
Rick Tank
Tom & Nancy Wagner
Carole Webster
Darrell Widman
Joel & Terry Wiegand
Matthew & Dallas Zimbelman
Griffith Family Scholarship
Charles & Kathleen Griffith
Guy & Pauline Lamberson
   Memorial Scholarship
Christina Lamberson
William Lamberson
Heartland Veterans Memorial 
   Endowed Maintenance
Central City Mall
Joe & Cyndi Clarke
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Koley Jessen P.C., L.L.O.
Mark & Patrice Kruger
Larry & Dorothy Krusemark
Bill & Donna Kucera
Scott & Megan Kvols
Marc & Kathryn Lebaron
Don Leeding & Stephanie 
   Retzlaff Leeding
Brian Leiferman
Jerry & Teresa Lentfer
William & Cynthia Lester
Louis Dinklage, LLC
Casey & Julie Macken
Lynn Marchese
Matthew & Kristen Maser
Martin & Ruth Massengale
Robert & Leanne Maxwell
John & Mary McHargue
Todd & Laura McWha
Scott & Patty Meister
Sid Meridith
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Rick & Lisa Meyer
Jeffery & Barbara Miller
Patrick & Lu Morgan
Brian & Alison Morrow
Nebraska Bankers Association
Nebraska Independent
    Community Bankers
Jacob & Shelly Nekl
Jerry & Ann Nickel
Robert & Pamela Nielsen
Robert & Victoria Northrup
Nugget Fund
John & Joan Oeltjen
Harold & Donna Palmer
Michael Pavelka
James I Perkins 
   Family Foundation
Todd & Margaret Peterson
Pinnacle Bank - Crete
Pinnacle Bank - Gretna
Pittenger & Anderson, Inc.
Jim & Julie Pittenger 
   Charitable Fund
Karl & Arlene Porzelt
Robert & T. A. Proffitt
Bart & Lisa Qualsett
Orville Qualsett
Wade & Katie Regier
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Kim Robak & William Mueller
Roland M. Pence Estate
Jeff & Brenda Rudolph
Scott & Mary Sahling
Jackie Sampson
Seim Irrigation & Well Drilling

William & Marlene Seim
Perry Severson
Shasta Livestock Auction 
   Yard, Inc.
Lee Shell
Fletcher & Sally Shields
Randy & Monica Simonson
Ellen & Richard Slosburg 
   Family Foundation
Gene Spence
Barbara Stephens
Randy Sump
James & Nancy Thompson
Jon Thomsen
Kenny & Sharon Tibbetts
Donald & Diana Tomoi
Donna Trueblood
James Tyler
Jayne Tyler
Gail Veitzer
Kristine Walrath Brooks
Ivan & Sharon Walsh
Wanitschke Family 
   Donor Advised Fund
Marcus Ward
Dean & Theresa Warneke
Douglas & Sarah Weedin
David & Lois Wegner
Kathy & the late Doug Wegner
LaNelle Wegner
Terry & Christine Wendlandt
Doug & Gail White
Tim & Elizabeth Whitlock
Bradley & Chris Wichmann
David & Susan Williams
Michael Yanney
Merrick Arts Council
Brown Family Trust
Joe & Cyndi Clarke
Ethel Heeney
Jack & Kay Lyons
Merrick Arts Council
   Endowment Fund
Mesner Development Co.
Nebraska Arts Council
Kay Owens
Jon & Catherine Rahrs
Neil & Margenne Selko
Merrick Arts Council
   Endowment
Steve & Suzanne Philippi
Merrick County Child
   Development Center
Kevin & Ann Brown
Darrell Widman
Brenda Zimbelman

Heartland Veterans 
   Memorial Tribute
Ann Christensen
Ron & Tricia Herman 
   Family Fund
Rick & Kazuko Kunz
Jack & Carmen McMahon
Tom & Karen Stephenson
Hohnroth Family Scholarship
Allen Hohnroth & Renee Berlin
Nancy Hohnroth
Darrel & Martha Rodgers
Hunter Philip Hawthorne 
   Memorial Scholarship
Thomas & Janaan Hawthorne
Joe Costello’s 
   T.R.I.S.H. Memorial
AOI Corporation
James Barna
Laura Bartlett
Frank & Kathleen Batko
Karen Beck
Ann Bittinger
Jill Brayfield
Molly & Shelly Buck-Heinen
Marlene Clough
Steve Coffey
Michael & Deborah Conry
Barbara Cook
Jake & Kellie Costello
James & Janet Costello
Jim Costello
Kathy Cottrell
Richard & Jenny Cunningham
Michael & Kathryn David
Lynette Dunsworth
Jennifer Ferris
Claire Foster & Sherry Watada
Stephanie Francis
Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend
Jim Freelend
Nicholas & Rebecca Freelend
Robert W. Freelend
Rebecca Fritz-Wise
Bill & Kathy Gast
Evan & Chris Gaubatz
Aaron & Tessa Genners
Mark & Jane Gloor
Herman & Barbara Greenwald
Mike & Kathy Gross 
   Family Foundation
Scott & Deb Hawthorne
George & Patty Heaston
Steve & Mary Pat Heck
Thomas & Sandra Helligso
Marcena Hendrix
Kathy Hillebrandt

Frank & Carol Hilt
Kim Johnson
Robert & Pamela Johnson
Craig Joyce & Nancy Pearlman
Thomas Kazmark
Kathy Kelly
Patricia Kidd
Milli King
Justin Lampe
Bill & Carol Latka
Lisa Liles
Rod Lovitt
Lozier
Barbara Marchese
Michael Marietti & Kevin Curry
Dana Martinez
Mary McGhee
Denny & Sandy Mitchell
David & Christine Moats
Ed & Rick Moore Pontalion
Ed & Linda Napravnik
Nancy Neary
Daniel & Iona Pavlik
Bob & Peggy Price
Catherine Pridemore
Natalie Rannells Whitney
J. A. Rapier
Anne Raynor
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Michelle Rhubottom
John Rice
Mary Rice
Matthew & Faye Rice
Cathy Rush
Tom Rush
Charles & Jacquelyn Saylors
Mark & Sandy Sayre & Baca
David & Jane Shanahan
Paul & Barb Shell
Natalee Shimerdla
Dale & Kay Sidders
Brian Smith
Ryan & Leanne Sorensen
Alisha Sperling
Gerald Stilmock
Jamie & Melissa Suggs
Angela Tacey
Jim & Kathy Temme
Brent Thomsen
Jennifer Tselentis
Sean & Lisa Wagner
Sammi Wehmuller
Jackie Wells
Susan Westerholm
Chris & Angela Wichita
Douglas & Sally Wigton
Judy Ziegler

Junior Bison Basketball
Junior Bison Boys Basketball
Kirk & Crissy Bader Acorn
Kirk & Crissy Bader
Larry Dearking, DVM
    Memorial Scholarship
Ilene Dearking
Lindner-Van Pelt 
   Heritage Scholarship
Virgil & Nora Lindner
MCCDC Expansion
4.5 Cattle Company LLC
Assure Women’s Center
Atmospheres by Design
Brad & Bonnie Bauer
David & Renee Black 
   Charitable Fund
Barbara & the late 
    Orville Blauhorn
Matt & Marcia Bolling
Bosselman Energy, Inc.
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Bromm Cattle Co., Inc.
William & Jeanniene Burdett
Richard Chapin
Christensen Cattle Co., Inc.
Bonnie Christensen
Ron & Sharon Christensen
Commerce Bank
John & Amy Deardorff
Curt & Kandice Denker
Dicke Consulting, LLC
Craig & Teddi Domann
Daniel Eakes
Ron & Sandy Eakes 
   Donor Advised Fund
Lynn & Janice Fisher
Kathleen Fowles
Belinda Frederick
Mike Fuehrer
Robert & LaNell Fuelberth
Darin & Chevonne Garfield
Gary Bader & Sons
Calvin & Karen German
Mark & Jane Gloor
Thomas & Jane Goding
Tim & Jodie Granfield
Hamilton Telecommunications
Norman & Debra Hedgecock
Randy Helgren
Justin & Michelle Hoozee
Justin & Susan Horst
Dr. Gordon & Sally Hrnicek
Jes Fund
Dean Johnson
Jorn Olsen Photography
Timothy Kerrigan
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Merrick County Child
   Development Center 
   Scholarship
Tom & Nancy Wagner
Brenda Zimbelman
Merrick County Corn
   Growers Association    
   Scholarship
Merrick County Corn 
   Growers Association 
Merrick County Historical 
   Museum Endowment
Julie & Rich Bringelson
Lawrence & Kris Coates
Merrick County Museum
   Special Project
James & Marcia Amos
Jim Beason
Bill & April Bolte
Ellen Bowen
Cortney Brandes
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Evan & Roxanne Brandes Fund
Brown Family Trust
Darrin & Leah Brown
Keith W. Brown
Marianne Cady
Dale & Barbara Church
Gary & Diane Clayton
Lawrence & Kris Coates
Donald & Carol Daberkow
Brian & Darlene Eatough
Dan & Linda Erickson
Jo Ann Faulhaber
David & Ruth Ferris
E. Galynn & Dee Ferris
G. Steven Ferris
Marvin & Vicki Fishler
Russell & Debra Flesch
Mary Foley
Kurt & Jolene Frauen
Nicholas & Rebecca Freelend
Garwood Family 
   Limited Partnership
Lyle & Marlene Garwood
Jerel Geren
Shirley Greving
Debra Hartford 
Jonathan Heider
Marilyn Heins
Neal & Beth Hentzen
John & Lois Herbst
Larry & Charlotte Herrman
Sandra & the late 
   Euguene Hoback
Duane & Inez Hord
John & Mary Howell

Rich & Shevawn Huntley
Larry & Carol Hurst
Larry Hutton
Donald & Myra Imhof
Sandra Jacobs
Richard & Nancy Johnson
Rich & Sue Jones
Tony & Karol Jorgensen
Joyce Kresnicka
Norman & Sue Krug
Dennis & Janet Kugler
Joyce Kuhn
Reginald Kuhn
Rick & Kazuko Kunz
Gene & Judy Larson
Marian Lepp
Virgil & Nora Lindner
Jerry Lippincott
Nancy Lippincott
Jack & Kay Lyons
Joan Manning
James & Martha McGahan
Gary & Barbara McGirr
Merrick County Friends 
   Meeting House Fund
Patricia Moss
Network for Good
Donald & Christine Nielsen
Dale Nielson
Dr. Dale & Wauneta Nitzel
Richard and Pamela Ogden
Kay Owens
Father Wayne Pavela
Luddene Perry
Rebecca Petty
Donald & Janet Placke
Beth Pullen
Allen and Carol Quandt
Tom Rathman
Portia Reeves Estate
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Kerry & Marlene Rodysill
Charles & Linda Ryan
Schuett Farms, Inc.
Ellen Ilene Schuett
Dennis & Rebecca Sealey
Darrel & Louise Sebree
Neil & Margenne Selko
Roger & Cyndy Sell
Greg & Karen Senkbile
Ralph Owen Severance
Curtis & Susan Shipley
Matt and Kathy Shonsey 
   Charitable Fund
Timothy & Shirley Spaargaren
Georgia Stettner
Rick Tank

The Benevity Community 
   Impact Fund
Kenton & Marilyn Thompson
Alice Torpin
Robert Truesdell
Patrick & Lori Umberger
Carmen Van Pelt
Village of Silver Creek
Darrell Widman
Darrell Widman Endowed
    Museum Fund
Edward & Teresa Workman
Jon & Ricki Yocum
Merrick Foundation Pass
   Through Scholarship
Jeremy & Amy Greving
Joe Hesselgesser
Scott & Laura Simonsen
George & Dottie Manuel
Mike & Tricia Schuller Acorn
Mike & Tricia Schuller
Miscellaneous
   Donor Designated
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
Edgar or Frances Reynolds
    Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Jerome & Doris Gacke
Duane Rutherford Estate
Tom & Nancy Wagner
Darrell Widman
Nebraska Therapeutic 
   Riding Academy
Jonathan Heider
Nicholas & Kristen Ryan
   Charitable
Nick & Kristen Ryan
Nicholas & Kristen Ryan
    Endowed Charitable
Nick & Kristen Ryan
Operating Fund
City of Central City
Palmer Cemetery
Patricia Eriksen
Palmer Commercial Club -
   Digital Marquee Sign
Palmer Commerical Club
Palmer Community
Clay & Courtney Retzlaff
Randy & Heather Shotkoski
Neil & Kate Wegner
Palmer Public 
   Schools Endowment
Amber Holthaus
Loup Valley Insurance Agency Inc.
Palmer American Legion Post 120
Palmer Public Schools
Palmer Service Center

Performance Plus Liquids, Inc.
Pinnacle Bank
Terry Ramold Memorial Benefit
Eugene & Rhonda Ulmer
Vlcek Gardens, Inc.
David & Lois Wegner
Palmer Public Schools 
   Track Facility
Brian & Cathy Blauhorn
Jonathan Haack
Amber Holthaus
Palmer Schools, Jack Dinsdale
Palmer Community 
   Foundation, Inc. - John A. & 
   Gretchen Dinsdale Charitable 
   Foundation
Performing Arts 
   Center Endowed
Dave & Sharon Christensen
Phoebe A. McCullough-
   Barbara A. McGuire 
   Memorial Education
T. Jeff & Jacque McCullough
Ronald McGuire
Raymond, Leonard & Lois
   Steger Memorial 
   Scholarship
Lois Steger Estate
Scott/Ruge & 
   Friends Memorial
Charlie Kelley
Neil & Margenne Selko
Sean & Lisa Wagner Acorn
Sean & Lisa Wagner
Stanley Ferris 
   Agriculture Scholarship
Stanley & Gail Ferris
Tim Christensen 
   Memorial Scholarship
Ann Christensen
Todd Williams Art
Central City Scale, Inc.
Central Community College
Donald Christensen
Joan Christensen
Cornerstone Bank
Stanley & Gail Ferris
First National Bank 
   Donor Advised Fund
Virginia Fraser
Gary Michael’s Clothiers, Inc.
Luebbe Ag
Kenneth McElhose
Mark & Judi McHargue
Merrick County 
   Historical Museum
Merrick Foundation, Inc.

Merrick Medical Center
Nebraska Homes, P.C. - 
   The Searcy Team
Omaha Steaks
Preferred Popcorn, LLC
Margaret M. Rapp 
   Charitable Lead Trust
Jerry & Rosemary Semler
Tom & Nancy 
   Wagner Scholarship
Tom & Nancy Wagner
Vinson A. & 
   Margaret K. Bittinger
Hamilton Telecommunications
Merrick Foundation, Inc.
Virgil & Nora Lindner
   Scholarship
Virgil & Nora Lindner
Volunteer Nebraska
Heartland United Way
Warren & Virginia Marsh 
  Memorial Scholarship
Marsh Family Fund
Wayne & Mildred Hilder
   Scholarship
Rebecca Hilder
Willa Freelend, Women 
   in Business Scholarship
Jeffrey & Leonora Freelend
Robert W. Freelend
Steve & Connie Witte
William L. & Velma R.
    McLean Scholarship
Dr. George L. McLean
Wright Morris 
   Home Restoration
Evan & Roxanne Brandes
John & Ruth Carrington
You Are Worth It Scholarship
Cornerstone Bank
Zeb & Shauna Graham
Zeb & Shauna Graham Acorn
Steve & Marilyn Gustafson
Ann Heinen
Mike & Deb Reeves
Sally Wilson
Zeb & Shauna Graham Acorn
Zeb & Shauna Graham
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“I want to give something back to the area 
that’s helped me.” -Alfred Bader


